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RIGHT: Mount Zion 
Baptist Church, near 
Mineral Wells, West 
Va., celebrated its 
130th anniversary 
last year. It 1s the 
mother church of 35 
other churches of the 
Parkersburg Associ- 
ation. Rev. Irene 
Easter Lovett, fifth 
from the left, ts 
pastor. 


AN INVESTMENT IN EVANGELISM 


Ls 
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AT LEFT: The “‘ baby 
church” of the Cleve- 
land Association, Lee 
Road. WMC Director 
Paul Shelford with 
Reo. G. M. Webster of 
nearby Bedford. 





Pictured here are two Baptist churches: one is 130 years old; the other is brand new. 
The Mount Zion Church has mothered thirty-five other Baptist churches; the Lee 
Road Church is just beginning its Christian ministry. Who can prophesy what this 


“baby church” may become? . 


. . Here truly is an investment in evangelism. As 


we build new churches we are not only rendering the immediate community a great 
Christian service; we are also establishing one more missionary link in the Fellowship 
chain which reaches around the world through the unified budget. 


NORTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION 


— 
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THE QUESTION BOX 
DECEMBER 

are taken from all 

poses and is open ~ Ce 


1. How far is San Francisco 
from Redwood City? 
2. What city is surrounded 
by mountains? 
8. Who was shot as a traitor? 
4. What country had 72,595 
Baptists before the war? 
5. Who read the Christmas 
story in Chinese and English? 
6. What Fire Department 
had’ had 400 calls? 
7. The aim of what o 
ization is primarily spiritual 
8. What headquarters has 
thousands of thank-you letters? 
9. Who made an extensive 
tour of the Soviet Union? 
Os Rome graven compet begin wth 
end ts open only $0 ‘sore 
10. What country is today in 
the limelight of the world? 
11. What always destroys? 
12. Who has been a mission- 
ary in Burma since 1918? 
18. What is the very soul of 






























democracy? 
14. Who is Joseph R. Mc- 
—. 
at has become a gigan- 





tic industry in the U. S.? 

16. What is at work among 
Northern Baptists? 

17. What formula have Amer- 
icans followed for 160 years? 

18. What tragic shortage was 
created by the war? 


— mes I path 











mswers must be 
July 15, 1947 to receive credit 


WHO’S WHO 
In This Issue 


> Marsnart M. Asgtt, after service 
in the United States Navy, is now 
a student at Yale University, New 
Haven, Conn. 

> Eve.yn Betz is the wife of Dr. Ed- 
win A. Bell, the Foreign Mission 
Board’s Special Representative in 
Europe. 
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the First Baptist Church in Syracuse, Northern Baptist Convention. 


N. Y., and this year’s President of the 
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> Puyruus L. Benner is a missionary 
of the Woman’s Foreign Board in 
Belgian Congo, in service since 1944. 


> Hexen K. Hon is a missionary of 
the Woman’s Foreign Board in Burma, 
in service since 1918. 


The Radiant Remnant 
Cartoon NoumsBer 136 spy Caaries A. WELLS 





WE WILL LOVE ALL MANKIND 
WE WILL NOT HATE 


SN 
WE WILL BELIEVE IN GOD'S PLAN 


FOR MAN-WE WILL NOT YIELD To 


SELFISHNESS, GeEED NOR WiLL 


WE FEAR_ 








T A national gathering of veterans of World War II, one of 
them rose and said, “I am tired of hate. During the war 
we hated Germans and Japs and we killed them. Then we came 
home and found more hate among people who continued to hate 
Germans and Japs as well as other races and other people living 
among them in the United States. I’m sick and tired of hate. I 
wish I could find some place where people liked each other.” 
Fortunately in this war-cursed world of hate and bitterness 
some people do not hate. They constitute the few who know the 
true meaning of Christmas and have really tried to live as Jesus 
lived and taught. They are the radiant remnant who stand 
unashamed in the reflected light of the Star of Bethlehem. They 
did not surrender even to the hysteria and propaganda of hate 
that the war unleashed across the earth. They are the people 
who believe in God as the Father of mankind and in His Sen 
who was born in Bethlehem and whose kingdom knows neither 
aliens nor enemies. In this faithful remnant, in most cases only 
little groups but found in every community in the world, lies the 
only hope of a new world and of a finer and peaceful tomorrow. 


| 
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— Cuarites A. WELLS 





> Rots E. Frvwatt represents wom- 
an’s work on the Council on Finance 
and Promotion and is Field Secretary 
of the Council of Woman’s Work. 

> Jum Laxe Ke.uerspercer is pro- 
motional secretary of the American 
Mission to Lepers. 

p> W. Earte Suits is Secretary of the 
San Francisco Bay Cities Mission 
Society. 

> Francis C. Sririzr is Editorial 
Secretary of American Bible Society. 


The Big Subscription Season 
Is Here Again 


Subscriptions are steadily climb- 
ing above the 51,241 total reported 
as of September 1, 1946. October 
joined the upward trend and pro- 
duced 4,538 subscriptions as com- 
pared with 4,470 in October, 1945, 
a net gain of 68 for the month. 

That lifts the score to 150 months 
of subscription gains and 12 months 
of loss since the long uptrend began 
in the spring of 1933. 

With October the big subscrip- 
tion season again arrived. Each 
year approximately 25,000 sub- 
scriptions expire during the five 
months of October, November, De- 
cember, January, and February. If 
your subscription expires during 
this period you will know what to 
do to keep the trend upward. 

Have you ever thought of a 
Christmas Gift Subscription for a 
friend or relative, a boy or girl 
away at school, or some invalid 
shut-in? Turn to page 583, fill out 
the coupon, put as many additional 
names on an extra sheet as you 
may wish, send $1. (Club Subscrip- 
tion Rate) for each, and Missions 
will see that each person receives 
the Christmas Gift Card, stating 
that Misstons will come regularly 
throughout the new year. 





YOU WILL BE IMPRESSED 
By the international scope as the missi 
and educational content of 2 a fri 
or relative who is not familiar with the magazine. 


HAVE YOU EVER THOUGHT OF A 
GUT SUBSCRIPTION? 


Address MISSIONS 
142 Madison Ave., New York 16, N.Y. 
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LETTERS 


From the Editor’s Mail Bag 


I look in vain for any word in Mi1s- 
sions about the most important sub- 
ject of the day, the return of our Lord 
Jesus Christ to the earth. All recent 
events would appear to be important 
signs of the times indicating that His 
coming may be soon. I am amazed 
that a missionary magazine, of all reli- 
gious periodicals, should not be herald- 
ing for this great event. His coming is 
sure and Missions should be faithful in 
proclaiming it.—Rev. Olaf C. Jensen, 
Caro, Mich. 

Note—Missrons has refrained 
from discussing the second coming 





of Christ because, (1) eschatology degree jeopardize or destroy the 
is outside the scope of a magazine unity of our Baptist fellowship, 
whose chief purpose is to interpret and (8) it is recorded in Mark 13:10 
and support the world mission of that “the gospel must first be 
Christianity, (2) there is wide dif- preached unto all the nations.” 
ference of opinion on it which for- Musstons believes in giving pri- 
tunately does not in the slightest mary emphasis to that task.—Eb. 





A Tribate from the Far West 


“The contribution a church can make to an entire city through these programs 
is large indeed. The thought and life of our whole community has been deeply 
affected.""— Cuartes CarMaAN, D.D., First Baptist Church, Sacramento, 
California. 


Write for further information All engag ts pl d well in advance 


The CHARLES A. WELLS Conferences on CHRIST AND WORLD NEED 
He draws as he speaks 152 Madison Avenue, New York 16, N. Y. 
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DO YOU KNOW HOW TO MAKE A SPEECH? 


Some people are born speakers; others easily acquire the gift of speaking; still others suddenly, and without 
previous warning, have the responsibility of making a speech thrust upon them. Whatever the occasion or 
the type of speech, you would find help in the class in voice and diction at Franklin College which gives 
attention to clearness of speech and beauty of diction. 





The class in Voice and Diction at Franklin College. Each student takes turns at the j 
microphone and the instructor and the other students offer constructive criticism 


YOU CAN RECEIVE SIMILAR TRAINING IN VOICE AND DICTION AND IN THE ART OF PUBLIC SPEAKING 
WHEN YOU COME TO FRANKLIN COLLEGE 


ricicheintncncetecs: ~KRANKLIN COLLEGE 353% 
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I hope Missions will now discon- If we Baptists had but one dogma or Baptists get back to the New Testa- 
tinue any further comparison between theology we too would be as united as ment without which there can be no 


Catholic unity and Baptist disunity. the Catholics, and even more so. Let all 





THE BAPTIST INSTITUTE 
is now fraining this young lady and others 


THE BAPTIST INSTITUTE FOR 
CHRISTIAN WORKERS 
OSCAR W. HENDERSON, President 


1425 Snyder Avenue Philadelphia 45, Pa. 








SI am the oLight 
of the World 


wsptehn 8:12 





The Message of Oe a ts that Christ has 
come into a Whrld of Diediaing onth sin ies 


w * Message of ee ts the fe Gospel of 
Christ far the whole wodd. gi 


aw * Message of VF csteaail Anniversary (ois: 
paign is that all may share in training young 
people to carry that Gospel to the whole world 





THE EASTERN BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
Dr. Gordon Palmer, President ° Lancaster Ave. and City Line, Phila. 31, Pa. 
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use talking about either unity, evange- 
lism or revival. And last, but not least, 
may God forbid that Baptists should 
start practicing the Catholic Middle 
Ages spirit of intolerance and ex- 
communication —Rev. P. Engelbrekth, 
Gardner, Mass. 

I happen to know that three fine 
Christian families of high calibre re- 
cently left the Baptist denomination 
because they felt that divisiveness is 
not Christian. These families, in their 
respective churches, held significant 
offices such as trustee, church school 
superintendent, men’s brotherhood 
president, church school teacher. They 
gave freely of time, talent, and money. 
So when they left the local Baptist 
churches and returned to their pre- 


Instructions to Subscribers 









Remit by Money Order or Draft. Make all 
Poonak or Express Orders payable 

simply to Missions. 
Bulls, coins, stamps are sent ai sender's risk. 









WITHOUT A PEER FOR 1947 


FORTY-TWO YEARS’ SUPREMACY 


Aveid delay by ordering early 
* CLOTH $2.25 POSTPAID 


—At All Bookstores—— 
F.H. REVELL CO., 158 Fifth Ave., New York 10 
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war homes and jobs, they united with 
other denominations. One of them, a 
long-time friend, summarized the words 
of the others when he said, “I am 
through with Baptists. I cannot allow 
my children to grow up in squabbling, 
fighting churches. This is my third 
Baptist church in which this has hap- 
pened. As far as I am concerned, it is 
my last Baptist church.” Thus while 
some Baptists squabble and argue, the 
denomination loses high calibre Chris- 
tian people. We need to win people and 
not drive them away. I respect the 
right of every man to follow the dic- 
tates of his own conscience, but I feel 
that it is unChristian for him not to 
grant the same right to others.—Dean 
R. Kirkwood, Richmond, Cal. 


mas message at home or ab 


2606 Dwight Way 








and womert. To these, and the host of friends of Berkeley, we send our 
wishes fer a blessed Christmas. 


Berkeley invites those who are preparing themselves to bring the Christ- 
cris  Praiden Sendierd 


BERKELEY BAPTIST DIVINITY SCHOOL 
. Berkeley 4, Calif. 


Christmas « 
IN MANY LANDS 


. @ The birth of our Lord is being 
celebrated in many lands be- 
cause of the faithful witness of 
Christian missionaries. 

@ Among these bearers of the 
cross of Christ “into all the 
world” are many Berkeley men 


Fleming. 











EXACT AND DEVOTED SCHOLARSHIP 


The Faculty of Colgate-Rochester Divinity School has for 
Years Been Notable for Exact and Devoted Scholarship in 
the Understanding and Teaching of the Christian Religion 


Watkins Willkens Branton 
Mueller Baker Morrison lehman Piotrow 


Potect Trost Rasmussen Holcomb Nixon Cross Nicely 


With a carefully selected student body professional training for the Christian 
minister is provided in ways that are resulting: (1.) In a realistic understanding 
of the world; and the Chritian testimony; (2.) In a willingness to face up to it 
and meet its demands; and (3.) In a quality of Creative Christian leadership 
that has made conspicuous contributions to the world Christian enterprise. 


THE COLGATE-ROCHESTER DIVINITY SCHOOL 


Epwin McNett Porgat, M.A., Th.M., D.D., Litt.D., President 
Oren Hutivc Baxer, M.A., B.D., Ph D., Dean 


1100 South Geodman Street, Rochester 7, New York 








My husband and I both wish to 
express our enjoyment and apprecia- 
tion of Missions. We consider it the 
very best magazine we take, and we 
particularly admire the stand Mis- 
sions has taken in its editorials dur- 
ing these years of war.—Mrs. Abram 
C. Brokaw, Palmyra, N. Y. 


I greatly enjoyed the article on 
“When John Eliot Came to Wabin’s 
Wigwam.” Permit me to call attention 
to four paintings.in the dome of Me- 
morial Hall at the State House in 
Boston, Mass. The first is that of “The 
Pilgrims on the Mayflower.” The sec- 
ond is that of “John Eliot Preaching 
to the Indians.” The scene is the 
Charles River near the Fells. John 
Eliot in the presence of several friends 
from Boston is preaching to the 
Indians. The third painting is “Concord 
Bridge,” and the fourth is “The Return 
of the Colors to the Commonwealth.” 
Readers of Missions, who live in New 
England will be glad to visit the Boston 
State House to see the painting of John 
Eliot Preaching to the Indians.—S. 
M. Thompson, Old Orchard, Maine. 

= 


I think Mrs. Starr and I can beat 
the subscription record of Mr. Edward 
W. Thomas reported on page 265 in 
May issue. She and I were married 
September 5, 1883. She was then a 
subscriber of the magazines The Help- 
ing Hand and Tidings of the Woman’s 
Secieties. Upon our marriage we sub- 
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The BEST in VISUAL AIDS NOW IN 
BEAUTIFUL, RICH COLORS 


AT REDUCED PRICES 


You will want this new movable, realistic, 
method of Bible stories or p-eac 
trated sermons. Holds your class spellbound. Dis- 
cipline problems solved. Give it a try in your class. 
You'll be surprised at results. Children want to 
learn and they clamour for this new way of pre- 
senting Bible truths. You will double your attend- 
ance. Write for free folder telling all about this new 
method of teaching, to— 


STORY-O-GRAPHS 


Dept. 50, P.O. Box 145 Pasadena, Calif. 
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L/BRARY WOULD BE 
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THE LOST LIBRARY" OF WILLIS AND ORLINDA PIERCE 
DIVINITY SCHOOL AT INSEIN (PRONOUNCED INSANE), 


KEVIALAY, AN ASSAMESE 
STUDENT, FEARED THE 


DESTROYED DURING 
JAPANESE OCCUPATION. 


ME SECRETLY PACKED THE BOOKS /NTO FIFTEEN 
LARGE BOXES AND HID THEM SUCCESSFULLY UNTIL 
THE END OF THE WAR. 
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BURMA, HAS BEEN 
Gn RESTORED, 












THE WORLD MiISS/ON 
CRUSADE Wil. MAKE 
POSSIBLE THE COMPLETE 
RESTORATION OF rHE 
SCHOOLS PACILITIES. 











scribed for The Baptist Missionary 
Magazine (predecessor of Missrons) 
and in 1894 we completed the quartette 
by subscribing to The Home Mission 
Monthly. In 1910 these four were 
merged in Missions we thus became 
“charter” subscribers of the combined 
magazines. We have never missed a 
copy of Missions since then. We are 
both past 84 years of age and we enjoy 
Missions more and more for it grows 
better and better all the time.— 
Benjamin Starr, Homer, N. Y. 

Because of age limit and inability to 
serve in my former capacity, I have 
resigned from all activity at Bethel 
College and Seminary and am still 
President Emeritus, I shall continue 
to read Missions as long as I live and 
so I enclose $5 for the next five years. 
— Rev. G. Arvid Hagstrom, St. Paul. 
Minn. 


Home Again 
By Cuiarsorne M. Hinw 


Foreign Secretary Elmer A. 
Fridell of the American Baptist 
Foreign Mission Society arrived in 
Oakland, Cal., on his return from 
the Far East. He came home by 
plane, had an uneventful trip, and 
received a warm welcome. On the 
day after his arrival he made his 
first address at the chapel serv- 
ice of Berkeley Baptist Divinity 
School. This was just the place for 
him to begin talking in the good old 
United States. He is a Berkeley 
graduate, and a former member of 
its faculty. His two sons live in 
Berkeley and his revered father 
and other relatives live in Oakland. 
His chapel talk held the profound 
attention of faculty and students. 
He told us of many striking and 
moving experiences in the Philip- 
pines and China. Evidently he had 
to take many tough experiences in 
his stride which was often through 
mud and rain. Dry and comfortable 
places for sleep could not always be 
found. In spite of all the difficulties 
Dr. Fridell found many places and 
peoples where preaching, prayer, 
and counsel were warmly wel- 
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comed. He will be telling our Bap- 
tist churches during the winter 
months about his visit to the Far 
East. They will be as convinced as 
were his Berkeley chapel hearers 
that our foreign secretary used his 
long visitation in the Far East 





with efficiency, tact, and devotion. 
He has prepared the war for the 
new army of eager, well-equipped, 
and devoted new missionaries to 
occupy the reopening mission fields. 
While in Berkeley he had many 
opportunities for conference with 


the party of missionaries who at- 
tended the huge farewell service in 
the San Francisco Opera House 
prior to their sailing for the Far- 
East. A report of that significant 
farewell service was published in 
November Missions, pages 538. 





A Girt Susscription ror Curistmas! 


Are you looking for an appropriate, interesting, helpful, and lasting Christmas gift? 

What could be finer or more practical than a gift subscription to this magazine? 

Each year more and more readers subscribe to MISSIONS for relatives, church 
workers, shut-ins, and intimate friends. 

Thus they spread Christmas cheer throughout the year. 
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THIS BEAUTIFUL CARD IN 
FOUR COLORS, WILL BE 
SENT TO ALL RECIPIENTS OF 
CHRISTMAS GIFT SUBSCRIP- 
TIONS, CONVEYING YOUR 
GREETINGS AND AN- 
NOUNCING THE MONTHLY 
ARRIVAL OF 
MISSIONS 


—_ 


FILL IN THE COUPON 
AND MAIL PROMPTLY 
WITH REMITTANCE OF 
$1 PER SUBSCRIPTION 
(CLUB RATE) BEFORE 
THE CHRISTMAS MAIL 
RUSH BEGINS 


— 


To have Gift Subscriptions begin with the January issue, and cards mailed to arrive for 
Christmas, names and remittances should reach MISSIONS nof later than December 1 8th 


MISSIONS, 152 Madison Avenue, New York 16, N. Y. 


Enclosed find $........ Send a Christmas Gift subscription at the Club Rate to the following and a Christmas card with my name as donor. 
ANNOUNCE IT AS FROM ME 


City and State. ...cccccscccsccccccccces 
Additional names and addresses should be written on a separate piece of paper and $1 enclosed for each name 
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CHRISTMAS 
1946 


What will this year’s Christ- 
mas mean to the displaced 
peoples of the world, and to 
its undernourished and 
starving children? 

There was a period in the 
life of Jesus when He and 
His parents were displaced 
persons in Egypt. 


LEFT: The plight of the Dis- 

placed Persons of the World. 

For a brief discussion of their 
plight see pages 589-591 


BELOW: A typical case of 
child starvation, due to war 
devastation and lack of food, 
in one of the hundreds of 
UNRRA relief installations in 
Europe. The child in the crib 


is in much healthier condition 


Picture at lett by courtesy of The Sun 

and Church World § . Picture Ww 

courtesy of UNRRA and The Reformed Ch 
Messenger. 
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The Absent Prince of Peace 


ieae4N CE again Christmas commemorates 
et the birth of the Prince of Peace who 
+ is conspicuous by His absence. Was 


Par ur Ur 


feet He present in the Nuremberg Court 
with “‘its ostentatious trappings, its atmosphere 
of self-righteousness, and its pompous .in- 
vocations of justice”? Certainly the hideous 
nazi war crimes merited the severest punish- 
ment; but will not history’s dispassionate 
verdict 50 years hence record that this. was 
not a court of justice but of vengeance? Some 
of the victor nations were guilty of similar 
crimes. “The difference between justice and 
vengeance,” said Barron’s Weekly, “is that the 
former applies equally to all.”’ And when the 
Court’s verdict exonerated the Nazi General 
Staff and extolled “the honorable profession of 
arms,” a former U. S. Navy officer commented 
in The New York Times, ‘We can never hope 
for peace so long as the idea of war for honor 
and with glory is associated morally with human 
conduct and remains an ethical procedure in 
human relations. The Nuremberg Tribunal 
missed the boat completely.” It was not a 
preacher but a navy officer who said that! 
Was the Prince of Peace present during the 
- relatively futile and acrimonious Paris Peace 
Conference? In his radio report Secretary James 
F. Byrnes admitted that “the temple of peace” 
cannot be built until the idea of the inevitability 
of war is banished from the minds of men. The 
Conference overlooked the fact that only when 
men pay homage to the Prince of Peace will they 
abandon the idea of war and build “peace and 
freedom through tolerance and respect for the 
rights of others.” These were not in evidence. 
Surely the year’s long and bitter labor dis- 
putes have accentuated the absence of the 
Prince of Peace. Instead of unselfishly recog- 
















nizing basic human needs, which His presence 
would have prompted, in fierce contests for 
economic power both sides have sought selfishly 
to consolidate wartime gains and to secure 
advantages from today’s social confusion. 

Sadly it must be recorded that the Prince of 
Peace is not present in the divisive propaganda 
again circulating in the denomination. The 
‘Grand Rapids Convention amicably settled five 
controversial issues. Disillusioned now are those 
who left Grand Rapids with high hope that 
Baptists had been reunited and were coopera- 
tively going ahead to proclaim “the whole gospel 
for the whole world.” By contrast, insidious 
propaganda seeks again to disrupt our fellow- 
ship. Recently a news letter quoting from the 
published writings of a Baptist missionary, in- 
stead of being sent to the Foreign Board for 
serious attention as it should have been, has 
been widely circulated. What can be the purpose 
of such unfair tactics except to undermine con- 
fidence anew and perpetuate division among us? 

Is the Prince of Peace present in our personal 
lives or is He absent? Each follower of Christ 
must answer. When life is motivated by selfish- 
ness, when ill will is manifested toward any 
human being, when prejudice determines per- 
sonal attitude, in such a life, as at Bethlehem’s 
Inn, there is no room for the Prince of Peace. 

At this Christmas season, as throughout 1900 
years, the Pr nce of Peace still seeks earnestly 
to bring His pacifying and redeeming presence 
into world justice and global cooperation, into 
economic strife, into a divided denominational 
fellowship that claims His name, and ‘into all 
human relationships. Only as His spirit pervades 
personal, social, national, and international life 
can humanity really know and rejoice in the 
true meaning of Christmas. 
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What Was Once the Holy Land 
Has Become the Terror Land 


HE return of Christmas, always associated with 

Palestine, reminds all Christendom of the problem 
of the Jew. The Holy Land seems to have become a 
Terror Land, with mass arrests, shootings, bombings, 
deportations, transshipment to the island of Cyprus 
of Jews trying to land in Palestine, military rule, 
curfews, the familiar “protective custody arrest,” and 
other features, which led Mr. Moses Miller to write 
in New Masses, “Palestine is today in the grip of a 
ruthless terror instigated and executed with a cruelty 
reminiscent of Hitler’s Gestapo.” For this terrorism 
Jews, Arabs, British seem to be responsible. Similar 
in condemnation was the declaration by the American 
Zionist Council, “Nothing can satisfy the public 
conscience save the prompt cessation of British as- 
saults on Jewish refugees, a halt to the brutal repres- 
sion practiced in Palestine, and the early movement 
of displaced and homeless Jews into Palestine.” 

The postponement to December 16th of the Lon- 
don Conference on Palestine, which has been at- 
tended thus far only by British and Arabs and not 
by Jews, accentuates the desperate plight of hundreds 
of thousands of Jews in Europe who wish to migrate 
to the land of their forefathers. On the eve of Yom 
Kippur, sacred Jewish holiday, President Harry S. 
Truman sent a note to the British Government urg- 
ing an American plan for dividing Palestine into a 
Jewish and an Arab state, immediate immigration of 
100,000 Jews, and pledging American aid in hasten- 
ing such immigration, and in developing the country. 

The British strongly oppose the plan although they 
admit that more than a year has passed since the 
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LEFT: Kingsway, 
main business street in 
Palestine’s prosperous 


port city of Haifa 


BELOW: The King 

David Hotel in Jerusa- 

lem after its bombing 
by Jewish terrorists 


Photos by British Combine 


President’s special investigator Earl Harrison re- 
turned with his comprehensive report on the con- 
dition of the Jews, and nothing tangible has been done 
about it. Moreover, according to World Report, the 
British charge that the President’s plan was advo- 
cated “purely for American domestic consumption,” 
particularly in New York State with its Jewish 
voting strength. Now that election day has passed, 
how much interest Congress and the President will 
continue to maintain in the plight of the Jews re- 
mains to be seen. Meanwhile Rabbi Philip Bernstein 
of Rochester, N. Y., Jewish adviser to General Joseph 
T. McNarney, American occupation commander in 
Germany, reported to the President, “The original 
concept of 100,000 to enter Palestine is no longer 
tenable. Of the 225,000 Jews in camps in Germany 
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and Austria, 90% regard Europe as the graveyard 
of their hopes. They wish to go to Palestine.” 

The Arabs likewise oppose President Truman’s 
plan. They object to a partition of Palestine. Their 
only concession is a Palestinian legislature on which 
Jews would hold not more than one-third of the seats. 
It is not clear whether the Arab opposition is wide- 
spread and sincere or whether it reflects the objections 
of a relatively small number of Arab feudal land- 
owners who fear their power and position will be 
jeopardized by an influx of Jews. 

For the British the problem of Palestine is simple. 
The security of their oil wells in the Near East, the 
maintenance of British military and naval bases in 
that troubled area, the need of safeguarding the so- 
called British imperial lifeline through the Mediter- 
ranean Sea, especially after the announced with- 
drawal of British military forces from Egypt, the fear 
of Russia’s dynamic expansion in the entire region, 
all depend more on Arab friendship than on Jewish 
good will! To transfer the problem to the new United 
Nations Security Council seems futile. That Coun- 
cil, because of British and Russian disagreement, 
was unable to agree to undertake a simple, im- 
partial investigation of peace disturbances along the 
Greek-Jugoslav frontier. How could it deal with ‘so 
explosive an issue as Palestine? oe: 

Against the background of so many conflicting 
appeals, arguments, charges, proposals, and counter 
proposals, three facts still remain to challenge the 
conscience of humanity. (1) More than 6,000,000 
Jews were brutally exterminated during the years of 
Nazi anti-semitism. (2) The Jews who survived have 
gone through a terrible ordeal and little has been done 
to alleviate their desperate condition. (8) The Jews 
cannot remain in Europe. Where shall they go? 


The Third World War 
Can and Must Be Avoided 


Y APPLYING the familiar formula of tolerance 
which Americans have followed for 160 years, 
“war between the United States and Soviet Russia can 
be avoided and it must be avoided without compromise of 
basic convictions,” declared the Federal Council of 
Churches in a statement on Russian-American rela- 
tions, one of the most remarkable and important 
declarations it has ever issued. Its basic contention is 
that the United States must renounce for itself the 
use internationally of the method of intolerance, and 
that the Soviet Union or the Communist Party must 
likewise abandon methods of intolerance such as 
purge, coercion, deceitful infiltration, and false prop- 


aganda shielded by secrecy, because these will not 
only fail to make the communist faith prevail but 
will jeopardize world peace. Frankly recognizing the 
existence of-unavoidable tensions and conflicting be- 
liefs in that Christians will not renounce the right to 
go and preach the gospel in any part of the world 
and that communists cannot be expected to give up 
their right to propagate their beliefs, the statement 
accepts the existence of conflicting beliefs as normal, 
but demands that all men renounce the effort to 
spread them abroad by methods of intolerance. Fear- 
lessly it analyzes today’s tensions in the dynamic 
leadership of Russia and the status quo attitude of the 
United States because of its maturity and territorial 
completeness, the illusion of geographic security, the 
menace of the current race in armaments, and the 
tension between capitalistic free enterprise and state 
socialism. Finally the statement discusses national 
interests and international cooperation, more inti- 
mate association between the American and the Rus- 
sian peoples, a greater use of the United Nations or- 
ganization now holding its sessions in New York 
City, and the crucial importance of making democ- 
racy really work in the United States, because “only 
as Americans establish a good society at home, free 
from racial intolerance, discrimination, oppression, 
can they expect that the American way of life will 
have a spiritual appeal to the masses of mankind.” 
In a press conference it was emphasized that both 
the policy of “getting tough” with Russia advocated 
by many Americans, and the policy urged by others 
of “being soft” will inevitably lead to the Third 
World War. By pursuing the policy of tolerance and 
of recognition that “it is possible for irreconcilable 
and dynamic beliefs to subsist side by side in peace,” 
the statement makes clear that the Third World War 
can be avoided. Release to the press was superbly 
timed for the day after Secretary of State James F. 
Byrnes made his radio report of the Paris Peace 
Conference. His speech and the Federal Council 
statement featured the front page of The New York 
Times and The New York Herald-Tribune and were 
printed in full. The statement is infinitely more 
significant in dealing with the momentous issue of 
war or peace with Russia. Every pastor should send 
for a copy of this extraordinary pronouncement. To 
use it as the basis of an evening church meeting or a 
men’s group meeting would assure a stimulating, in- 
teresting, profitable session. Widespread distribution 
and study of this statement will help influence public 
opinion which in turn will influence American gov- 
ernment foreign policy in the direction of peace. 
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Unsolved Problems in Postwar Germany 


By WILLIAM B. LIPPHARD 





Deliberately spared as a target in the fierce bombing raids on Frankfurt, Germany, which 
destroyed more than half of the city, this immense office building of the famed German Dye 
Trust now serves as headquarters of the American Army of Occupation 


= GAINST the background of hunger and 

s misery which was reported in last 

month’s issue (See Misstons, November, 
1946, pages 524-531), a brief discussion of 
several unsolved problems in Germany will 
be of interest. 

1. GERMANY PRESENTS TO THE WORLD THE 
STILL UNSOLVED PROBLEM OF THE JEw. I spent 
an interesting but disheartening day visiting the 
UNRRA Camp (United Nations Relief and 
Rehabilitation Administration) at Zeilsheim. 
Here more than 3,500 Jews from all over Europe, 
but especially from Germany and Poland were 
housed in barracks and small apartments. The 
camp had once housed Russian laborers whom 
Germany had imported to provide manpower 
for Germany’s industrial war effort. My tour of 
inspection included schools, kitchen and dining 
rooms, recreation facilities, the hospital, the 
beautiful synagogue erected by the Jews, and 
other features in this worthy effort to temporar- 
ily meet a global situation. Impressive was the 
monument which the Jews had erected. Above 
burns an eternal memorial light. On three sides 
in three languages, English, German, Hebrew, 
appears the following inscription: 
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The second article on conditions in Germany, as 
seen by the Editor, and the third in a series of 
journalistic reports, based on a visit to England, 
France, Switzerland, Germany and Denmark 
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SIX MILLION 
1933-1945 


Sn memory of our dear people 
whe were murdered ander the 
Hitler Kagime 


What happens to these 3,500 Jews and the 
150,000 or more expected to be in Germany, 
when UNRRA displaced persons activities are 
discontinued on June 30, 1947 and the entire 
task of relief and rehabilitation is turned over to 
a Commission of the United Nations? 

Who wants these people? Pathetic were the 
requests by two Jewish girls who wished me to 
get in touch with distant relatives in Cleve- 
land and Chicago and enlist their efforts to ex- 
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pedite their admission into the United States, In 
the camp office files I read horrifying case his- 
tories of Jewish children, of their terrifying ex- 
periences before they were rescued, and of the 
gruesome fate of their parents in German con- 
centration camps. My sympathy and concern 
were aroused all the more when I read in Euro- 
pean papers during the week of my visit to 
Zeilsheim of the Jewish progrom in Poland 
where a dozen Jews were brutally massacred. 
The evil of anti-semitism has not been eradicated 
with the collapse of naziism. No praise is too 
high for what UNRRA has done for the per- 
secuted Jew of Europe. No concern is too great 
as to what will ultimately happen. 

This is not the place to discuss Palestine nor 
the charge of British Foreign Minister Bevin 
that American pressure for opening Palestine to 
the Jews is prompted by unwillingness to permit 
Jewish immigration into the United States. Con- 
cerning the former I can merely record that the 
Jews in Germany look to Palestine or the United 
States as their final haven of refuge. The school 
rooms at the Zeilsheim Camp displayed large 
pictures of Theodor Herzl, founder of the Zionist 
movement to establish a national home for the 
Jews in Palestine which was given support by 
the British Government in the now famous 
“Balfour Declaration” during the First World 
War. Thus the children at Zeilsheim were being 
indoctrinated with Zionism as their hope of the 
future. Concerning American reluctance to ad- 
mit more Jews, a comment by New York’s 
former Mayor Fiorella La Guardia, Director 
General of UNRRA is pertinent. “My country 
has shed more tears and passed more resolutions 





Bulletin board at the Zeilsheim Camp maintained 
by UNRRA for European refugee and displaced Jews 





































on this question than on any other. But nothing 
is done to let these people in.” If the door to 
Palestine or the United States is not opened, 
what is to be the solution of this problem? In 
terms of timeless realism Dr. Zelman Green- 
berg, as quoted in The New Republic, recently 
declared, “‘The problem of the Jew cannot be 
solved unless one takes into account his horrible 
yesterday, his impossible today, and his uncer- 
tain tomorrow.” 

2. A SECOND UNSOLVED PROBLEM IS THE FATE 
OF THE SO-CALLED “DISPLACED PERSONS.” Fa- 
miliarly known throughout Europe as the D Ps, 
they represent more than 50 different nationali- 
ties. Last summer there were nearly 1,000,000 
D Ps distributed among hundreds of UNRRA 
camps in the four occupied zones of Germany. 
More than half of them are Poles. The bulk of 
the remainder are from Latvia, Lithuania, Es- 
tonia, who came into Germany as forced la- 
borers under German military pressure or who 
fled into Germany in the later years of the war 
when the Russians invaded and occupied their 


‘ countries. About 200,000 people are here from 


the Baltic countries and are known as “‘Balts.”’ 
Among them are more than 150,000 from Latvia 
alone and among these are several thousand 
Lettish Baptists. The D Ps also include Belgians 
and Dutch afraid to return home because they 
collaborated with the Germans during the war. 

Likewise afraid to return home are 25,000 
Yugoslav people, and among them are several 
thousand men who fought under Mihailovitch, 
widely acclaimed by the British Government in 
the early years of the war as a Yugoslav hero and 
later repudiated in favor of Tito, the present 
Yugoslav dictator. Last July Mihailovitch was 
shot as a traitor. Forgotten is the film, “‘The 
Chetniks” with Mikhailovitch as hero. It was 
exhibited in American movie theatres in 1940. 
If the British had not shifted their support from 
Mihailovitch to Tito, who knows but that the 
American flyers shot down in August by Tito’s 
soldiers would today be alive, the problem of 
Trieste would not be nearly so acute, and the in- 
fluence of Russia in Yugoslavia not nearly so 
powerful? It is thus easy to understand why 
25,000 D Ps from Yugoslavia now in D P camps 
in Germany are afraid to return to their homes. 
It is likewise an ominous commentary on the 
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problem of the D Ps that the Baltic States now 
occupied by Russia have lost their independence 
without a word of protest from England and the 
United States, and that the “Balts” in these 
D P camps are unwilling to return to their native 
lands. Several.of them told me that if they are 
compelled to go back they will go only as 
repatriated corpses! 

A magnificent relief service is being done by 
UNRRA for these people. I spent an entire day 
at one of the largest of the UNRRA camps 
where more than 10,000 D Ps were housed, of 
whom 7,000 had come from the Baltic States. 
They fondly hope to be permitted to emigrate to 
Canada or to Brazil for whose agricultural de- 
velopment they are well fitted. In this camp 
they were well fed on a daily ration of 2,000 
calories, provided by the U. S. Army from in- 
digenous native food stocks and imported sup- 
plies from the U. S. and distributed by UNRRA 
personnel. 

That day’s menu had consisted of breakfast 
of bread, butter, coffee, dinner of pea soup, fish, 
potatoes, beets, bread, coffee, and supper of cab- 
bage salad, bread, coffee. Butter was plentiful. 
In the mess hall I saw quantities of New Zealand 
canned butter. The camp director admitted that 
there would be strong objection by Russia to the 
transfer of these D Ps to Canada, Brazil or to 
any other country because their unwillingness to 
return to the Baltic states, now absorbed into 
Russia, would result in every D P colony estab- 
lished abroad becoming a cell of anti-Russian 
sentiment and propaganda. Again I was im- 
pressed by the UNRRA equipment. It included 
a spacious theatre seating 2,500 people which 
offered daily recreation and entertainment to 
enable the people to escape from their monoton- 
ous and confining existence. 

This immense camp also housed a distributing 
depot for UNRRA supplies shipped to other 
camps. On the day before my visit there had 
been unloaded into its vast warehouses a new 
shipment of supplies from the United States via 
the German port Bremen. Indicative of what 
must be provided for such masses of people 
herded together as refugees, are the following 
items in that single shipment: 250 bales shoe 
leather, 115,000 tubes shaving cream, 20,000 
safety razors, 450,000 razor blades, 30,000 


Page 590 





combs, 25,000 thimbles, 750,000 needles, vast 
quantities of canned food, and 22,000 surplus 
army cots to take care of another increase in 
D Ps as the German food and housing conditions 
this fall and winter became more serious. An en- 
tire warehouse floor was reserved for medical 
supplies. To prevent illicit use, narcotic drugs 
are kept in a special safe and there subjected to 
checks, UNRRA, Red Cross, and the U. S. 
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UNITED STATES ARMY SUPPLIES! 


PERSONS ATTEMPTING TO PILFER THIS CAR, 
WILL BE SHOT WITHOUT WARNING 


US -NACHSCHUBGUT ! 
PERSONEN, DIE VERSUCHEN, DIESEN 
WAGEN ZU BERAUBEN, WERDEN OHNE 
WARNUNG ERSCHOSSEN 


US-ENVOI MILITAIRE ! 
PERSONNES ESSAYANT DE PILLER CETTE VOITURE 
SERONT FUSILLES SANS AVERTISSEMENT. 














AMEPUKAHCKMM BOEHHbIM FPy3! 
SACTHTHYTDIE MPH NOKYWEHKMN HA FPABE K 
6YQYT 6E3 NPEAYNPEXMEHKA 3ACTPENEHD! 





US-TRANSPORT WOJSKOWY ! 
OSOBY KTORE SPRUBUJ4 RABOWAC 
TEN WAGON, BEDA BEZ OSTNEGANIA 

ZASTRZELONE 





UNITED STATES FORCES, EUROPEAN THEATER 
THEATER PROVOST MARSHAL. RAILWAY SECURITY DIVISION 











The poster affixed to every load of UNRRA supplies 


Army Medical Corps. At night armed guards 
patrol the floodlighted warehouses and every 
truck or railroad car carrying supplies to other 
camps features a placard stating that any person 
attempting to pilfer the contents will be shot by 
the train guard without warning. 

Here is a gigantic human problem for which 
there appears to be no solution. Where shall 
these 1,000,000 people go? They cannot or will 
not return to their original homes because of 
fear of what will happen to them. They cannot 
remain in Germany permanently in camps to be 


DECEMBER 1946 




















supported on a charity basis which would mean 
that the American people would have to assume 
the major share of the cost. They cannot go to 
other countries because few countries are willing 
to receive them and the overseas transportation 
costs would be prohibitive. Brazil is willing to 
accept about 100,000 but wants only farmers, 
carpenters, mechanics, and doctors in order to 
establish them on a small farm resettlement pro- 
gram. Aggravating and intensifying the problem 
is the influx of several million German D Ps, 
known as “‘expellees”’ from Austria, Hungary, 
Czechoslovakia who were expelled from these 
countries, and from German territory now 
handed over to Poland and Russia. By its 
charter UNRRA can do absolutely nothing for 





oe 


A convoy of trucks loaded with relief supplies about 
to depart from the UNRRA main supply depot for 
distant camps 


any German D Ps. So the burden of their sup- 
port falls on the American and British armies of 
occupation in their respective zones and the cost 
is assumed by the taxpayers back home. Who 
will solve this immensely complicated human 
problem for which no solution appears on the 
immediate horizon? 

3. GERMANY PRESENTS TO THE WORLD AN 
UNSOLVED PROBLEM IN DEMOCRACY. Germany is 
now divided into four zones, each zone under 
control of a different government pursuing an 
apparently independent policy of political, eco- 
nomic, and social reconstruction. How can this 
nation of 70,000,000 people ever emerge as an 
integral, solidly established democracy? Before 
our eyes there is taking place an amazing labora- 
tory experiment on a grand scale which all of 
Europe, and indeed all the world, is watching 
with intense interest and deep concern. Which 
system of life, French, English, American, or 


Russian will likely prove more effective, and of 
more enduring value in the reconstruction of 
Germany? 

During my recent visit to Germany it was my 
privilege to attend an illuminating press con- 
ference with fcur-star General Joseph R. 
McNarney, the American Military Commander. 
His headquarters are in the palatial, superbly 
equipped Farben (German Dye Trust) Office 
Building in Frankfurt. In size and floor arrange- 
ment it resembles somewhat the War Depart- 


-‘ment’s Pentagon in Washington. By military 


orders from the American High Command and 
to the keen disappointment of numerous bomba- 
diers who longed to bomb this perfect target 
because it was always visible from their planes, 
this mammoth office building was deliberately 
spared. In his press conference the General set 
forth the American policy of democratizing Ger- 
raany. “The German Government will be recog- 
nized as having been democratized,” said 
General McNarney, “when the following condi- 
tions exist.”” He listed eight conditions which I 
summarize briefly as follows: (1) Political power 
originating from the people. (2) Frequent popu- 
lar elections. (3) At least two effectively compet- 
ing political parties. (4) Political parties as 
voluntary associations of citizens. (5) Guaran- 
teed rights of free speech, religion, assembly, 
political association, and other basic rights of 
free men. (6) Press and radio free from govern- 
mental domination. (7) The rule of law as the 
individual’s greatest protection. (8) Political de- 
centralization with central government pos- 
sessing only powers necessary to economic unity. 
As these requirements are met, the U. S. Mili- 
tary Government regulations will become less 
stringent. 

These conditions are ideal in principle, but in 
practice théy prompt serious questions. How 
free are German political parties when their 
leaders fear that whatever the parties may do is 
subject to American or British scrutiny or ap- 
proval? How free is a German newspaper to 
print anything critical of occupation policy? * 
How free is a radio broadcaster to criticize allied 





*In October “as another step in encouraging freedom of speech and 
press,”” announced Brig. Gen. R. A. McClure from Berlin, “ permission is 
given to the German press to publish any material except nazi propaganda 
and material constituting a malicious attack on the military government or 
aiming to disrupt unity among the occupying powers.” 
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military government or misbehavior of mem- 
bers of the allied armed forces? It would be in- 
teresting to know whether any German news- 
paper or radio publicized the story of the theft 
by American Army officers of the Hesse Crown 
Jewels which I was permitted to see in Frank- 
furt. How much protection does the rule of law 
give to the German individual when the law as 
applied in the Nuremburg trials seems to judge 
the past misdeeds only of Germans? “Some of 
the headings in the indictments at Nuremburg, 
such as aggressions against weak powers, murder 
and ill treatment of civilians, pillage of public 
and private property, slave labor policy, and con- 
centration camps,” wrote Constantine Brown 
in The Washington Star, “‘fit perfectly not only 
the doomed men at Nuremburg but also a num- 
ber of highly placed persons who are sitting at 
the Peace Conference in Paris or at the United 
Nations meetings in New York.” In Germany, 
as elsewhere, truth is often spoken in jest. A 
humorous comment on the present situation is 
pertinent. It is being said by Germans that Mr. 
Hitler has effectively cured them of naziism: 
Mr. Churchill has cured them of all future desire 
for imperialism. Mr. Stalin has cured them of 
communism. And President Truman, by advo- 
cacy of the Potsdam Agreement with its disas- 
trous consequences and its partitioning and 
deindustrializing policies, has cured them of 
democracy. The result is disillusionment, cyni- 
cism, and despair. 

4. UNSOLVED ALSO IS THE PROBLEM OF DIS- 
AGREEMENT AMONG THE VICTORS OF THE WAR. I 
am personally convinced that German militar- 
ism and the menace of German military aggres- 
sion has gone beyond hope of revival. The task 
of material reconstruction is so gigantic that not 
in the lifetime of any reader of this magazine 
will Germany be able to start another war. It 
will take many years merely to clear away the 
rubble left by the devastating air raids in all the 
cities of Germany. To argue about resumption of 
German military aggression in the foreseeable 
future is a waste of time. With the terrific 
shortage of lumber, nails (now fearfully scarce 
even in the United States), cement, bricks, etc., 
and the tremendous problem of transporting 
such bulky material, the German people will 
have neither time nor factory equipment for the 
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industrial and military preparation for another 
war. Lieutenant General Lucius D. Clay, U. S. 
Deputy Commander in Germany, is reported to 
have said in Berlin, “Germany no longer has 
any physical war potential of her own, and can 
only be a threat if a big power with the industrial 
wherewithal uses Germany as a mercenary.” 
What is more ominous than any threat of new 
war by Germany is the inability of the four vic- 
torious nations now occupying Germany to agree 
on economic and polical unity. They seem to be 
following a policy of exploiting Germany for 
their own advantage.” The problem confronting 
England, France, Russia, and the United States 
in Germany,” said an editorial in The New York 
Herald Tribune (Paris edition) just before I left 
Germany, is “whether it is better to kill the 
goose and divide the carcass, or to revive the 
goose and gamble on getting most of the eggs.” 
The occupying powers seem to have chosen the 
latter. In this gamble Russia already holds the 
largest stake. Russia seems determined to re- 
main in Germany permanently and to absorb 
her area into the Russian economic and political 


“system. Most American newspapers relegated to 


a few lines on an inside page the story of the 
massive war memorial which the Russians 
erected in Berlin’s famous prewar Tiergarten. 
That memorial of bronze, transported all the 
way from the bronze factories in the Ural 
Mountains, is significant not alone as a memorial 
to Russian soldiers who died in the fighting 
around Berlin. It suggests to all the world that 
Russia intends to remain permanently in Ger- 
many. Thus Europe is being divided into two 
blocs, the Western under British and American 
influence and the Eastern under Russian con- 
trol. The threat to world peace is not a revived 
German militarism but an intense rivalry be- 
tween the American-British bloc and the Rus- 
sian bloc in winning the support and favor of the 
German people. This rivalry can easily precipi- 
tate a third world war. Fortunately the danger 
is recognized. “‘It is not in the interest of world 
peace,” warned Secretary of State James F. 
Byrnes in his speech at Stuttgart on September 
6, 1946, “‘that Germany should become a part- 
ner in a military struggle for power between the 
East and the West.” Even the Germans fear 
this danger and look upon their own reconstruc- 
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tion efforts as colossal futility. Why rebuild our 
ruined cities, they ask, if the atomic war of 
tomorrow will turn them all into Hiroshimas? 
5. FINALLY THERE REMAINS THE UNSOLVED 
PROBLEM OF THE BAPTISTS OF GERMANY. In the 
welfare and full restoration of German Baptists 
into the Baptist world fellowship there should 
be among all Baptists a deep and growing con- 
cern. In a long interview with aGerman Baptist 
churchman whose name I will not divulge be- 
cause he lives in the Russian zone, I learned of 
present conditions. The bombing raids on Berlin 












RIGHT: A narrow 
lane through the rubble 
of a destroyed German 
city. Note the lone cy- 
clist. All street signs 
are gone and weeds 


grow on the heaps of 
rubble 


destroyed Baptist national headquarters. Of the 
15 Baptist churches in Berlin only one escaped 
damage. One other has been sufficiently repaired 
to resume services. Baptist church buildings in 
sections of Germany now part of Russia and 
Poland have been confiscated. In the Polish 
area legal steps are being taken to transfer for- 
mer German properties to Polish Baptists. 
Thousands of German Baptists who lived in 
those areas have trekked into the occupied zones 
and thus have aggravated the problem of reset- 
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tlement and absorption. Scores of Baptist 
church buildings throughout Germany have 
been destroyed or damaged beyond repair so 
that the German Baptists in the reduced Ger- 
man area face the curious phenomenon of more 
church members but fewer churches. The 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Hamburg was 
destroyed. The publication office and printing 
plant in Kassel is only one of hundreds of piles 
of rubble in that much bombed city. According 
to Baptist World Alliance statistics there were 
72,595 Baptist church members in prewar Ger- 


LEFT: Fantastic are 
some of the ruins in 
Germany. Here a resi- 
dential section was de- 
stroyed while the huge 
factory and the tower- 
ing chimney at the 
right escaped damage 


many who worshipped in 275 churches. German 
Baptists face years of hardship and insuperable 
difficulties in church and Sunday school reor- 
ganization and in restoration of missionary ef- 
forts. Meanwhile they have been doing a worthy 
and self-sacrificial relief work for thousands. of 
refugees who have flocked into what is left of 
Germany after their ruthless and inhuman ex- 
pulsion from Czechoslovakia and from areas 
that now are parts of Poland and Russia. Soup 
kitchens and temporary barracks, in spite of in- 
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credible food shortages, have been established 
and herculean efforts made to move these people 
to where they had relatives or there seemed 
some chance of getting reestablished in life. 

In the Russian zone the Baptist churches 
seem to have freedom of worship and the Rus- 
sian authorities have done nothing to intefere. 
It is reported however, that the Russian Kultus 
Department requires a periodic report on church 
activity and that Russian Secret Police are fre- 
quently in attendance. Moreover they try to 
ascertain what German pastors are reading, and 
what contacts they have with foreigners. Under 
such conditions there may be liberty or worship, 
but no freedom of preaching. 

Any lasting revival of the Baptist movement 
in Germany must be based on three essentials. 
(1) Of paramount urgency is a nationwide effort 
in evangelism. The German people are prostrate 
and in a mood to respond to a strong, virile, 
vital evangelistic appeal. Never in German his- 
tory have the Baptists, as well as the other Free 
Churches, like the Methodists, faced so tre- 
mendous an evangelistic need and opportunity. 
(2) Second is the need of a dynamic Christian 
youth program. An entire generation of youth 
has been poisoned by naziism. It is today the 
world’s most disillusioned generation. These 
young people see nothing ahead but insecurity 
and despair. Several million of Germany’s 
young men are still prisoners of war and in slave 
labor camps in Russia, Poland, Yugoslavia, 
France and England. It is reported that Russia 
is promoting a new youth movement patterned 
somewhat after the Hitler Jugend Corps but 
with communist instead of nazi indoctrination. 
That type of youth program can be offset only 
by a dynamic nation-wide youth movement 
under the auspices of the Christian churches of 
all denominations and such organizations as the 
Y. M. C. A. Finally (3) there is tremendous need 
of moral support and fellowship with the pastors 
of Germany. Each of the three leading faiths in 
America, Catholic, Jewish, Protestant, now has 
a liaison officer in Germany for contacts and fel- 
lowship with the German churches. Dr. Julius 
Bodenseiok, President of Wartburg Theolgical 
Seminary of Dubuque, Iowa, through appoint- 
ment by the Federal Council of Churches, is the 
Protestant liaison officer. Moreover the U. S. 
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Army recently sent to Germany Dr. Herbert 
Gezork, whose four devotional messages at the 
Northern Baptist Convention in Grand Rapids 
will long be remembered (See Missions, Juné, 
1946, pages 354, 356, 358, 360), as Chief of 
Evangelical Affairs in the American Zone, to as- 
sist in the reconstruction of German religious 
life. German pastors desperately need such fresh 
contacts with the outside world. For 12 long, 
weary years, 1934-1946, ever since the Baptist 
World Congress in Berlin in 1934, German 
Baptist, pastors have had little fellowship with 
their fellow Baptists. During the war years they 
had to depend entirely on their own inner 
spiritual resources to carry on under conditions 
that no American can possibly imagine. Their 
spiritual resources have long since been ex- 
hausted. These men need a revived morale and 
reassurance that they are still a part of the world 
fellowship of Baptists. A few (only four according 
to Dr. J. H. Rushbrooke) unfortunately aligned 
themselves with the nazi party. They did so, as 
Dr. Rushbrooke explains, without sharing any 
of naziism’s anti-semitism, anti-Biblicism, anti- 
Ghristianity. Such men have been removed from 
positions of influence. Hundreds of others never 
bowed the knee to Baal. They kept their Chris- 
tian integrity often at great personal risk to 
themselves and their families. 

As I departed from Germany and returned to 
Paris, from the window of my sleeping car berth 
I looked at the passing landscape and reflected 
on the desolation and misery I had seen. I real- 
ized again that for this vast global catastrophe 
that began in Germany and eventually reached 
the United States by way of Pearl Harbor, we as 
Americans are in part responsible. In the years 
following the First World War it was American 
isolationism, an unjust Versailles Treaty of 
Peace, British imperialism, French insistence on 
maintaining the status quo in Europe, ac- 
quiescence in Mussolini’s invasion of Ethiopia, 
and the Russian communist revolution, that 
created the economic and political conditions 
out of which Hitlerism emerged. At frightful 
cost in blood and treasure that scourge has been 
eradicated. But it has left in its place a vast 
political, social, economic, moral, spiritual 
vacuum. In the realm of global politics and in- 
ternational morality as well as in the world of 
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physics, nature abhors a vacuum and promptly 
proceeds to fill it. Whether anything comparable 
or worse is now developing in Europe as tre- 
mendous forces seek to fill that vacuum, only the 
future will reveal. In the meantime it is our 
responsibility as a great, rich, prosperous, pow- 
erful American people by relief efforts through 
government and church agencies, by support of 


the United Nations Organization, the World 
Council of Churches, and the Baptist World 
Alliance, and through new fellowship and co- 
operation with German leaders, help the German 
people so that in due time they will again be 
welcomed back into the world family of nations. 
NOTE— The fourth in this series of articles 
will appear in the next issue.—ED. 





Only one of Germany's 5,000 damaged churches 


Christmas 


@ Christmas Prayer 


TERNAL GOD, Father of mercies who hast 30 

loved the world as to give thine only begotten Son, 
bestow upon us at this time the precious gift of Faith 
whereby we may know that the Son of God has come 
sharing our human lot and redeeming the world from 
the powers of evil. 

We thank Thee that in Christ Thy true light has 
dawned upon our darkness. We would take Him anew 
into our hearts and behold Him in love and joy. 

We beseech Thee that all nations may turn to His 
light and by faith entering into His Kingdom, find 
healing and grace to live together in brotherly concord. 
Our modern world stands before the dreadful alterna- 
tives of life and death. O God of love and life, enable the 
nations to choose Christ as their ruler and guide and 
thus escape the destruction that confronts them ines- 
caply save in Him. Let all ears be attuned to the glad 
song of the heavenly hosts, “‘on earth peace, good will 
toward men.” 

Turn the sorrows and sufferings of the nations into 
joy by thine amazing grace. Make this Christmas sea- 
son one of gladness in the homes of Thy people every- 
where. Let the spirit of Christ come afresh bringing 
redemption and hope to this stricken and despairing 
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world. Turn us from our wayward paths unto Thyself 
and gather us all into the embrace of Thy mercy, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, AMEN 


Adopted from a prayer in The United Church Observer 


- 
<> 


Christmas Scripture 


Good tidings of great joy which shall be to all the 
people.—Luke 2: 10 

Thy salvation which thou hast prepared before the 
face of all peoples.—Luke 2: 30-31 

For God sent not the Son into the world to judge 
the world; but that the world should be saved through 
him.—John 3: 17 


- 
<> 


Christmas Thoughts 


He wo HAS NO CHRISTMAS IN HIS HEART will 
never find Christmas under a tree.—Roy L. Smita, 
in The Methodist Christian Advocate. 


» 
cS 
I 


CHRISTMAS CALLS ON US TO REMEMBER the momen- 
tous personality who puts to shame so much of our 
conventional Christianity, and makes so much of our 
sectarianism and creedalism look cheap and tawdry. 
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He is so much greater than any church can be. His 
scope, and the latitude and longitude of His thought, 
far overpass our ecclesiastical littleness. The church 
needs to be disturbed by Him, challenged and upset 
by His demands, if the church is to be. worthy to 
represent Him in these critical years ahead.—Rev. 
Harry Emerson Fospick 

THE WONDER OF CHRISTMAS Is CuRist and the 
wonder of Christ is the blending of the human and 
the divine into one person. And Christmas is wonder- 
ful not only because God once entered so uniquely 
and mysteriously into the person of Christ but also 
because He can and will enter into the human soul. 
God can and does enter the hearts of people and 


makes all things new. This is the wonder and glory 
of Christmas.— M. A. Dunt in The Church Herald 


A 


CHRISTIANS HAVE ALWAYS SAID that God sent 
Christ into the world because He loved it, and that 
the love of God manifested in Christ must be re- 
flected to the greatest possible degree in the love 
human beings have for one another. For love joins 
people together. Hate drives them apart. Love by its 
power of cohesion builds personal character, families, 
churches, and nations. Love creates. Hate always de- 
stroys.—WiLuiamM V. KERNAN 


mn 


At CHRISTMAS OUR TABLES will be groaning under 
the weight of food even if the menu is not so richly 
varied as at a prewar Christmas. There will be 
happy, well-fed children, friends and relatives from 





far or near. But there will also be uninvited guests, 
pale spectres from overseas hovering behind our 
chairs; spectres of hundreds of thousands of hapless 
mites, with twisted, spindly legs and gaunt, sunken 
cheeks, whimpering with gnawing hunger; spectres of 
long “bread-lines” of their self-sacrificing parents; 
spectres of innocent babes born in caves, or stables, 
or worse. Surely He who was born in a stable and 
who later in life had not where to lay his head will 
sympathize with tortured humanity and will expect 
his followers to do likewise —A. E. Prince, in The 
United Church Observer 


5 
The Christmas Miracle 


Good Shepherds, wherefore hither sped 
So early, with such hurried tread? 
““A wonder! Stay us not!” they said. 


They cried, “Our haste is homage due; 
We come God’s miracle to view, 
The life divine, so sweet, so new!” 


Both simple heart and earnest sage 
Seek ever still, on pilgrimage, 
God’s miracle, in this our age. 


They doubt not they have reached their goal 
When Christ awakes in some dark soul, 
And some poor sinner is made whole. 


And when, within the sorrow-worn, 
A new and blessed hope is born, 
They know it is a Christmas morn. 
- Ftorence Vertnver, in The Baptist Missionary Review 


It Was Christmas Eve in Shanghai 


By MARSHALL M. ABELL 


je AST CHRISTMAS EVE I shall never in 
fam my life forget. It was one of the most in- 
teresting and yet it was celebrated in so 
true a Christmas spirit. In the afternoon, dressed 
for shore leave, we went ashore by three o’clock 
and proceeded first to the University of Shanglrai 
where we wished all our friends a Merry Christ- 
mas. Then we went to Dean Djang’s home and 


left some candy we had brought from the ship 
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A grand Chinese Christmas Eve dinner of 20 
courses in the home of the Dean of Shanghai 
University, Christmas carols, and the Christmas 
story read by the Dean in Chinese and in Eng- 
lish, and late in the night two Christmas services 
feature a memorable Christmas Eve for a young 
American sailor and six of his shipmates. 
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for his party. Leaving his home we went to an- 
other home and wished them all a Merry Christ- 
mas. Here we had some cakes and hot tea which 
was very delicious. The day was very cold out 
and the tea hit the spot. About six oclock we 
went back to Dean Djang’s for dinner. And 
what a chow it was! All together we had 20 
courses. It was a reali Chinese dinner. There 
were seven navy men, two cousins of the Dean, 
a banker who was the father of one of the 
cousins, and who had just flown down from some 
remote part of China, and lastly, a real Chinese 
grandmother. 

While we stood around the tabe the Dean of- 
fered a prayer and we sat down. First came a 
large bowl of chicken soup, very delicious, for 
they leave the chicken in the broth! By each 
plate was a small bowl which they filled with 
soup. If you wanted any of the chicken you had 
to reach for it with chopsticks, the only imple- 
ments we had with which to eat. I was so 
hungry I just had to learn how to manipulate 
those chopsticks. Right then and there Dean 
Djang gave me my first lesson. I caught on 
rather quickly for I was never so attentive to a 
lecture. As soon as we started to eat I knew that 
something was wrong. Everyone was “‘slurping”’ 
the soup and making a lot of noise. I then 
realized that it was the polite thing to do. Un- 
less you “slurped”’ the cook would be offended 
and think you did not think the soup was good! 
So I learned to “slurp” with the rest of them 
and the cook was doubtless highly pleased. 
After the soup came platters of ham and fresh 
pork with some kind of turnip and Chinese 
greens that were quite tasty. Then came chicken 
livers, gizzards, hearts, and intestines. The 
Chinese cook everything so that you can eat it. 
Our next course was a cabbage mixed with 
onions and tender breast of goose. I thought by 
that time we were almost finished, but on came 


the rice. About the middle of the meal a servant 
came around and we emptied all our bones and 
trash into a bowl, and wiped our hands on the 
tablecloth. It sounds rather impolite, but in a 
home like that you have to do everything the 
host does. I rather like the idea of wiping greasy 
hands on the tablecloth! We put the rice in our 
bowls and mixed it with black sauce, meat and 
other things on the table for that purpose, enjoy- 
ing every minute of it, still using the good old 
chopsticks, which by this time I had begun to 
master like an old hand. Then came fish fried in 
fat which was very good, and fried chicken. We 
finally reached the dessert, a “‘sweet”’, a kind of 
sauce filled with all kinds of fruits, and some 
cookies. I ate all I could of it, for I didn’t want 
to hurt my host’s feelings. Lastly came a cup of 
tea. Believe me I really was full when I got up 
from that table. 

It took us an hour and a half to eat that din- 
ner, then we went into the living room and 
sang Christmas carols. Then with all the little 
children sitting around, Dr. Djang read us the 
Christmas story in Chinese and in English. It 
was so very sweet and so like home. After a 
Christmas prayer who should come toddling 
down the stairs but old Santa Claus himself, 
with a pack over his bright red back. To our 
surprise he had presents for all of us, each done 
up in bright red paper. The gifts he gave us were 
small but they had been in Dr. Djang’s family 
for hundreds of years and are priceless. I re- 
ceived a comb that his grandmother had used 
and that has been kept as a family heirloom. 

About 9.30 that night we left his home and 
returned to our ship singing carols. At 11.30 we 
went into our little chapel and listened to the 
choir from the U.S.S. Sierra sing carols and at 
midnight we sat through a final Christmas 
church service. So you can see that this Christ- 
mas Eve will live in my memory all my life. 
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THERE CAN BE NO TRUER OBSERVANCE of Christ- . 
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mas for a Christian than to pledge himself anew to 
relieve the suffering in the world and to spread the 
gospel of Christ in the hearts of men.—From The 
Christmas Greetings of the Home Mission Head- 
quarters Staff 
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My Congo Christmas Angels 


By PHYLLIS L. BENNER 


E coming of the Christmas angels is 
AR -:. a miracle of joy and happiness. 
Just the sight of them brings visions 
before my eyes. Their singing is always symboli- 
cal of the singing in the hearts of all people at 
Christmas time when discouragement and hope- 
lessness are banished. 
And an angel of the Lord stood by them, and 
the glory of the Lord shone round about them. 

. . » And suddenly there was with the angel a 

multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and 

saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace, good will to men. 

This year the angels of Leopoldvile really 
opened the gates of heaven to me. It is hard to 
explain exactly why. I know they were my own 
school girls. We all worked hard together to 
learn the angel song. The robes were too big and 
had to be adjusted. The tinsel hurt their fore- 
heads. The sun seemed unusually hot on their 
bare heads. Their knees wobbled from sheer 
fright. Some people in the congregation could 
not even see them. And yet, for those few mo- 
ments they were God’s own messengers to us, to 
their own people and to all people. 

There they stood, those handsome brown 
skinned bright eyed angels of mine and sang, 
“Gloria in Excelsis Deo.” With their non- 
Christian background, in the wicked city of 
Leopoldville, they sang of the love of God for 
all men and of the hope for the world in His 
coming to live first as a child and then as a man 
among us. 


“And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for 
the first heaven and the first earth were passed 
away.” 


And then in a flash this vision was spread 
before my eyes. I saw those angels of mine in 
homes of their own, training up a new generation 
of angels, angels who in turn would live anew 
the angel song of hope and love. I saw them 
walking side by side with their Christian hus- 
bands, making of their homes Christian homes. 
I saw them as Christian friends visiting with the 
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A missionary gifted with a radiant imagina- 
tion looks into the future and sees the Congo 
Christmas angels of the Christmas pageant as 
angels in real life, training up a new generation 
of angels who shall build a new heaven and a new 
earth in Africa. 





sick and the tired and the lonely. I saw them 
working in our Congo schools and hospitals, 
seeking to live their angelic message. I saw their 
Christian influence spread to cover their city 
and their country, and the whole world. 

Sustained by this vision I went on with the 
work of the pageant. I managed to set the stage 
for Mary and Joseph, and give Gabriel his rose 
at the appropriate time, but I moved in a happy 
daze; and when the pageant was over I rushed 
to the classroom set aside as the dressing room 
of the girls. I had to look at my angels once 
again. There they were, real flesh and blood, 
the stuff of which my dream is made. That very 
flesh and blood gave substance to all my hopes. 
I took as many of them as I could within the 
circle of my arms and assured them that they 
sang as only angels could sing. That was 
enough. Off they rushed. Mama had said that 
they had sung well, and Mama knew! 

I watched them go with tears in my eyes. 
There they were, rushing pell-mell into the 
gigantic work of being angels in their daily liv- 
ing. I hope they never understand how big their 
work is. Its very size would discourage them. I 
hope that they never hear others whisper that 
they are only girls and women, and that this is 
a man’s world, and a man’s work. I hope they 
never catch the disease of discouragement and 
tiredness and hopelessness from which so many 
Christians suffer. They will need all the con- 
fidence and hope and. faith there is in the 
world! 

How can I express in words what I hope for 
them? Theirs will be a hard task. The place of 
women anywhere in the world is not what it 
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should be. Here in Africa it is a very restricted 
place. They have their traditional work and 
their traditional burdens. And these go on for- 
ever without any changes or alterations. The 
ideal of Christian womanhood with its privi- 
leges and responsibilities is still very new to 
them. They do not yet understand many of its 
implications. Few of their own people believe 
them, their mothers and sisters and daughters’ 
capable of attaining such an ideal. Even fewer 
of the men are willing to help them. The 
women themselves are usually convinced of their 
own inferiority. 

It is into such a situation that my angels are 
rushing. I could not stop them if I would, for 
our Christian church here in Congo stands in 
back of them, urging them on. It is my work to 
stand in back of them, to train them, to help 
them adjust their thoughts as I did their pag- 
eant costumes, to comfort them and reenforce 
their supplies of courage in times of criticism 
and even failure, and then to watch them with 
tears in my eyes as they rush headlong into a 
work which even members of the Christian 
church call impossible. 





I would like to be in the front lines with them, 
but I am a foreigner here. I have only a little 
influence. But if I live as I should among these 
people my influence will increase. But I shall 
always be a foreigner with different habits and 
a different skin. It is my native angels who must 
stand in the front lines and work and build. It 
is their enthusiasm and Christian love and 
steadfastness which will count here. 

My angels will come back from their Christ- 
mas vacation. I shall have to remind them again 
and again of the importance of keeping clean. 
At times I must be stern to help them learn self 
control. At other times I shall need to be the 
mother who wipes away tears. We must study 
arithmetic, French, geography and the Bible. 
Again we shall enter into the same old routine 
of school and classes. But it will never be quite 
the same. They are angels. The training of any 
human being is important, but the training of 
angel messengers is the work of God himself. It 
is God’s daily presence which assures us of our 
ultimate success. Under his guidance we shall 
enter his Kingdom, the new heaven and the 
new earth of my ever present dream. 





Every Christmas celebration in Belgian Congo is followed by a bountiful Christmas dinner 
under the trees in the mission compound 
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Three Days of Rioting and Bloodshed in Calcutta 


By HELEN K. HUNT 





ER MANY delays in getting airplane 
passage, I finally had to go to Calcutta 
by troopship. On my return trip D. E. 
Smith, our new Burma Treasurer, asked me to 
bring back two trunks filled with valuable docu- 
ments, title deeds, securities, ete. which had 
been in the vault of the American Express Com- 
pany in Calcutta for safe keeping. For three 
days I worked as hard as I could with official 
red tape in getting permits to bring these docu- 
ments as excess luggage. 

Friday was to be a holiday, Saturday a half 
day only, Sunday offices closed and Monday 
another holiday! Friday was a peculiar kind of 
holiday. The Mohammedans demand Pakhistan, 
or a separate section of India for themselves. 
They had declared that Friday would be their 
Direct Action Day. No one knew just what they 
meant, but it sounded ominous. Calcutta is in 
the province of Bengal, and the Government is 
predominantly Mohammedan now. They de- 
mand all of Bengal for Pakhistan. Everyone was 
worried lest fights between Hindus and Mo- 
hammedans might start. So the Government 
decided to make it a public holiday, hoping that 
if shops and offices were closed, and most people 
stayed home, clashes might be avoided. Things 
were closed up very generally. Few people were 
out. Even the street cars ceased running that 
morning, and there were no taxis. Until noon, 
things around where I was were quiet. About 
noon, groups of men armed with long sticks be- 
gan rushing around the streets, and across the 
park we faced, yelling about “Jehad,”” Moham- 
medan Holy War; and chasing any Hindu they 
might see. Then began a solid river of men 
streaming down the street alongside us, with 
bands, banners about Pakhistan, long sticks and 
knives. There had been attacks on shops before 
that, but we did not actually see that sort of 
thing until this mob began to march. Not satis- 
fied with attacking Hindus who happened to be 
out, or small shops which might not be tight 
closed, the mob began to attack private houses 
and shops which were locked and barred. The 
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A vivid eye witness account of Hindu and 
Mohammedan rioting in Calcutta in which 2,000 
people were brutally massacred and many more 
thousands seriously injured, as told by a woman 
missionary who was in Calcutta on mission 
business and was caught in its bloody upheaval. 





Hindus were not prepared for this, thinking that 
if they stayed inside nothing would happen. All 
afternoon and all that night the mob did almost 
as it pleased, smashed open, burned and looted 
both large and small shops. One of the finest 
department stores here is the pride of the 
Hindus. It was tight shut and barricaded, but 
the mob broke in, burned it out, and looted its 
contents. The loss is reported as 700,000 rupees. 
Private homes were set afire, and people in them 
burned alive. We heard dreadful stories of rape 
and murder during that terrible night. 

Thus the Mohammedans had had their day. 
But all knew that the Hindus would rise in 
their wrath to retaliate as soon as they could 
recover from the shock. By daybreak on Satur- 
day, the streets were filled with one awful, angry 
roar. All Saturday and Sunday the Hindus 
“carried on,” and with no more check from any 
authority than the Mohammedans had had the 
previous day. Our neighborhood was ; redomi- 
nantly Hindu, with scattered shops and homes 
of Mohammedans. The Hindus warned our 
servants (Christians) that they had better stay 
home with their families or they would be at- 
tacked, and they fled. From Saturday morning 
on, Mrs. Griffiths cooked for us on one gas ring 
and one electric hot plate. For food we had U. S. 
Army Surplus tinned food. We were among the 
most fortunate in the city to have any such 
reserve supplies. We all pitched in with the work. 
Our main anxiety was the school of girls, for 
they were frightened almost out of their wits; 
they could see columns of smoke rising from sec- 
tions of the city where their people lived, too. 
We stayed out of sight as much as possible, not 
wishing to attract any attention at all. 
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massacre. Right across from my corner room, a 
gang began to try to beat down the wooden 
door of a shop. The blows went on and on and 
on; you could hear one or two boards splinter, 
but still it held. When a hole had been made, 
the mob stuck in a crow bar and began prying it 
loose. After a full hour of unremitting work, 
they smashed their way in. To my infinite relief, 
there were no people inside, but, there were all 
sorts of iron bars, parts of machinery, wheels, 
etc. Every man in the gang loaded up with as 
much as he could carry, regardless of possible 
use, and made several trips. Account books and 
ledgers were solemnly hacked, out in the street, 
with big knives. It was utterly senseless. These 
mobs acted and looked and sounded like beasts. 
There was something obscene about it all. On 
the other side of us there was another small 
shop in the rear where its unfortunate Moham- 
medan owner was hiding. That was smashed 
open and he was dragged out and hacked with 
knives in front of our door. Dr. Griffiths rushed 
out to try to help him, but this only attracted 
larger gangs with knives. They soon finished 
him, and left his corpse lying in the gutter 
there, with knees drawn up and arm thrown over 
his face as if asleep. He lay in the street from 


Saturday until Tuesday morning! It seemed as 


though we could not bear it. Finally he was 
dragged with ropes. It would contaminate a 
Hindu to touch a Mohammedan corpse. Evi- 
dently hacking him was not contaminating! So 
he was dragged to the corner, laid right across 
the car tracks, perhaps in the hope of calling 
attention to him. But he lay there many hours 
with police and military cars and ambulances, 
the only vehicles moving, carefully going around. 

All day and all aight, gangs would suddenly 
raise a cry, “Jat Hind!” In all directions we 
could hear yells of mobs swell, rise, finally die 
away. There was no let-up. As a police car 
would approach, the iron bars beat against tele- 
graph poles to warn of their coming, and gangs 
would vanish as by magic. Less than a minute 
after they had passed, they would again be at 
work, smashing into another house. Corpses lay 
in all the streets. In some places there would be 
a pile of them. The odor became worse and 
worse. Neither rubbish nor garbage was col- 
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All around us went on looting, smashing and 3 lected. Not even the telephone was working ex- 





cept that a very limited emergency staff would 


answer calls from police station, fire depart- 


ment, or hospitals. Places like ours could call 
nobody. We were simply marooned. 
On Sunday conditions were even worse. That 


3 morning we even had a bullet whizz through our 


living room! It smashed through a wooden door, 
through a wooden-backed mirror, and half-way 
through another wooden door. Fortunately, no 
one was in the room. The hours just dragged. 
We kept everything closed up as much as possi- 
ble. On Sunday night a curfew was finally de- 
clared. Not more than five people could now 
gather in any one place. But it was not enforced. 
All night long the gangs of Hindus roamed our 
corner, hitting pavement or poles with their iron 
staves at intervals, and at utterly unpredictable 
intervals raising their wild yell, “Jai Hind!” 
By Monday morning, the police cars and mili- 
tary were passing more often, and we decided 
that Europeans were probably in no danger. Dr. 
Griffiths and I walked to town together. We 
stopped on every corner to look ahead and see 
if all was clear. Streets littered with stones, 
broken bricks, which had been used as effective 
weapons, broken glass, dead animals and men, 
dirt; and live men standing around, just watch- 
ing. By Monday, the Government was evacuat- 
ing the minority elements from neighborhoods 
where conditions were worst. Over 20,000 people 
were evacuated to temporary camps. Official re- 
ports said over 2,000 were killed and many more 
thousands seriously injured. The fire depart- 
ment had had 400 calls. Every call averaged 
four fires. T'he Calcutta Statesman said it was the 
worst riot Calcutta had ever had. It was far 
worse than a riot. The only word the newspapers 
could think of was “a fury”. Somehow “fury” 
sounded spontaneous. Nobody could believe 
this had been spontaneous. The Mohammedan 
gangs at the start had had big trucks and lorries 
at their disposal. | 
When we reached the American Express Office 
and a servant let us in, we found that a Moham- 
medan crowd had attacked that building, 
smashed windows and put fire on long poles 
through the iron gratings; partly smashed the 
wooden doors too, but finally wandered off! 
Glass and débris were still lying around. As far 
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as I have heard, it was the only European place 
attacked. The Manager finally got there. He had 
no trucks to move the two trunks. No coolies 
would stir out. So Dr. Griffiths and I went to 
police headquarters and were loaned a truck 
“for just ten minutes!” We rushed back and got 
the trunks. We took them to the airplane office 
and I said, “Well, one hurdle is crossed.” 
On Wednesday morning, the airplane company 
truck took us to the river. We had a great time 
getting those heavy trunks on that seaplane. 





After police, customs, medical inspection, we 
finally started at 1 p.m. The plane was very 
comfortable with plush seats; tables; lunch 
served; and large windows. We had a very 
bumpy ride. A man across from me was des- 
perately and noisily ill all the way. I was not ill, 
but my ears hurt and I was too tired from loss 
of a week’s sleep to enjoy it. We anchored in the 
Rangoon river and came to the dock by small 
launch. At long last my bags and those precious 
trunks were landed and was I thankful! 
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FACTS AND FOLKS 


> Dr. Hersert GezorK, whose 
four devotional messages at the 
Northern Baptist Convention at 
Grand Rapids last May will long 
be remembered, is now in Germany 
on a special mission of the War 
Department to serve for one year 
as Chief of Evangelical Affairs in 
the American zone of Germany. He 
has been given leave of absence by 
Andover Newton Theological 
School where he is Professor of 
Social Ethics and by Wellesley 
College for Women where he is a 
special lecturer. In Germany his 
task will be to serve as liaison of- 
ficer between the American occupa- 
tion authorities and the German 
Protestant churches and to assist 
in the work of denazification and 
reconstruction of German religious 
life. His headquarters will be in 
Berlin. At the Baptist World Con- 
gress in Berlin. in August, 1934, he 
served as interpreter. Sensing the 
ominous implications of Hitlerism 
he came to the United States in 
1986 and became an American 
citizen. Immediately after the end 
of the war in Europe the U. 5S. 
Army sent him on a special mission 
to Germany to which he referred in 
one of his Grand Rapids addresses. 


> Tue Home Mission Boarp an- 
nounces the appointment of Ernest 
C. Witham, Secretary for Service 
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Men as Personnel Secretary for all 
the Baptist Associated Home Mis- 
sion Agencies on a part-time tem- 
porary basis until a permanent ap- 
pointment for that position can be 
made. In this new capacity he will 





Herbert Gezork 


assist any State Convention or 
City Mission Society in finding 
Baptist young people interested in 
dedicating their lives to home mis- 
sions as well as young ministers 
available for home mission service. 


> AT 1Ts SEPTEMBER MEETING the 
Woman’s Foreign Mission Board 
welcomed Mrs. Leslie E. Swain 


back as chairman after her two 
years’ service as President of the 
Northern Baptist Convention, 
Mrs. Leslie B. Arey to her former 
office as Home Vice-President, 
Mrs. William H. Jones as Foreign 
Vice-President, and Mrs. Frank C. 
Wigginton as Chairman of Litera- 
ture and Publicity. For two years 
she had served as Home Vice- 
President. Gratitude was expressed 
to Mrs. Arey and Mrs. Wigginton 
for their efficient leadership during 
Mrs. Swain’s absence. Mrs. Jones 
fills the vacancy occasioned by the 
appointment of Mrs. Charles H. 
Sears as Foreign Secretary for the 
Far East. 


> FoLLOwING THE SUNDAY MORN- 
ING SERVICE at Gauhati, Assam, 
17 converts were baptized in the 
Brahmaputra River, reports Miss 
Ethel E. Nichols. Several were 
students in the mission schools, 
one was an Indian soldier, and two 
were a Hindu married couple who 
lave had to endure considerable 
persecution for the heroic stand 
they took. During the baptismal 
service river boats passed, a laun- 
dryman washed clothes in the 
stream, a truckdriver took time 
out to drive his truck into the 
river in order to wash it, and a 
crowd gathered to witness the 
baptisms. 
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Ten Eventful Years South of the Golden Gate 


By W. EARLE SMITH 
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B 4k A San Franciscan yields to the pull of 
| 4 the suburbs and decides to move from 
= the metropolis of the West, his oppor- 
tunities are varied. He cannot go west, for there 
he faces the Pacific Ocean. If he goes north he 
must cross the Golden Gate by the long suspen- 
sion bridge. Eastward is San Francisco Bay, 
spanned by a bridge that is long enough to cross 
the Sea of Galilee. Some San Franciscans do 
move across the Golden Gate Bridge into Marin 
County and others move across the Bay to Oak- 
land, Berkeley and Piedmont. Thousands, how- 
ever, look southward, and move down the fa- 
mous 45 mile-long peninsula, to live in the new 
Spanish style homes built on the broad lawns of 
South San Francisco, San Bruno, Burlingame, 
San Mateo, San Carlos, Redwood City and Palo 
Alto. 
Ten years ago the San Francisco Bay Cities 
Baptist Union whose area extends as far south 
as Redwood City, joined with the First Baptist 


BELOW: The First Baptist Church 
of Burlingame, Cal., which carried 
through an ambitious and success- 
ful program of church extension. 
RIGHT: Rev. Cecil G. Osborne, 
pastor of the Burlingame church 











The story of a Baptist church with a membership 
of 175 and a debt of $42,000 that carried through 
a program of extension whereby its own member- 
ship grew to 700, its debt was liquidated, and 
three other churches were organized. The com- 
bined membership of all four now exceeds 1,100 
and their budgets now total $85,000 annually. 





ABOVE: The first extension ven- 
ture was scheduled for San Bruno. 
The picture shows its flourishing 
Sunday School. The new church 
edifice is almost free of debt and. 
church membership exceeds 250 


Church of Burlingame to prevail upon Rev. 
Cecil G. Osborne to come and serve in Burlin- 
game as Pastor. He came to find a church with 
only 175 members but with a new building on 
which the debt was $42,000. The annual church 
budget was $7,000. 

Looking up and down the peninsula Mr. 
Osborne observed that in a distance of 30 miles 
from San Francisco to Redwood City his was the 
only Baptist church. The church debt was big; 
the membership was small; but the thousands of 
people moving out into this area presented op- 


Page 603 








' > = b 


3 « 





ees 


Some of the bright, alert, promising Chinese children who are attending the Burlingame Sunday School. Already 
$4,000 is available for erecting a Chinese Baptist Church and School in San Mateo 


portunity unlimited! His conclusion, however, 
was not the obvious one. He did not set out to 
draw Baptists from a 15-mile radius to build up 
his own church! He rather led his church to see 
the opportunity of sponsoring, in cooperation 
with the San Francisco Bay Cities Baptist 
Union, the founding of new churches in a 
planned pattern all over the area. 

San Bruno was the first site selected. Volun- 
teer service by skilled craftsmen of Burlingame 
built the First Baptist building there in 1941. 
In January, 1942, the Burlingame church fur- 
nished letters to 50 of its own members to form 
the new church. Four years later the new 
church alone numbered 250 members and its 
budget was $13,000. Their first property is 
valued at $25,000 and is almost entirely free of 
debt! 

Next the Burlingame people looked into South 
San Francisco. And in April, 1944 organized 
there the First Baptist Church. Less than two 
years later a full time pastor was on the field; the 
church was self-supporting; and its budget was 
nearly $10,000. Its property, opposite the High 
School, is valued at over $20,000 and the debt 
on it is being paid! 
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Adjoining Burlingame on the south is San 
Mateo which promptly became the third field of 
activity for Mr. Osborne and the Burlingame 
Baptists. Here a new church was organized in 
May, 1945. Within nine months the membership 
numbered 70; a full time pastor was on the field; 
and the church was supporting its own program 
with a budget of nearly $10,000. While building 
on a carefully chosen site, a rented hall in the 
meantime serves as a meeting house 





Breaking ground for the venture in San Mateo 
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Church building is not the only activity of the 
church that Mr. Osborne leads. Chinese families 
are moving southward with other former resi- 
dents of the Golden Gate City. Wide tree-lined 
streets of a new and spacious suburb are a wel- 
come contrast to the old narrow streets of 
Chinatown. For some years nearly 50 Chinese 
boys and girls have attended the Burlingame 
Sunday school. A bus has been provided for their 
transportation. Now a group of Christian busi- 
ness men are building a new district of comforta- 
ble homes in San Mateo to be occupied entirely 
by Chinese. In this area the Burlingame church 
is financing the construction of a Christian 
Center for ministry among the Chinese. The 
builders of the homes for the Chinese have con- 
tributed $1,000 for the Center. The Woman’s 
Home Mission Society will provide a full time 
worker and the Burlingame Church will assist in 
the cost of the building. The Burlingame Church 
has invested more than $15,000 in these four 
projects. 





The second extension venture was scheduled for South 
San Francisco and this church is the result 


In the meantime, what has happened in the 
decade to the Burlingame Church with its debt 
of $42,000 and membership of 175? The mem- 
bership has grown to 700; it is out of debt; and 
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Four Chinese pupils in the Chinese Sunday School in 
Burlingame who will move into their own building in 
San Mateo when it is completed 


its annual budget has grown from $7,000 to $43,- 
000! The combined Baptist membership of the 
Burlingame, San Bruno, South San Francisco 
and San Mateo churches is 1,170 and their 
budgets plus the budget of the Burlingame 
church totals nearly $85,000. 

Members, money, time and effort have been 
poured out generously by Rev. Cecil Osborne 
and his congregation to build for Baptists in the 
San Francisco Bay area. The new churches have 
become entirely separated from the “mother” 
church, and are taking their own places as mis- 
sionary Baptist churches. The San Francisco 
Bay Cities Baptist Union has encouraged this 
work on the peninsula and now the Union is 
helping other churches to project themselves in 
similar fashion into promising and expanding 
fields of opportunity near them. 
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The Expanding Global Interest in the Word of God 


By FRANCIS CARR STIFLER 


CERTAINLY cannot be because I am 
“7k working daily on the problems of get- 
ting the Bible translated, published, 
distributed, and read, that I think as I do. I be- 
lieve it is objective thinking when I state my 
belief that there is more public interest in the 
Bible in 1946 than there has been at any time in 
my memory. There are two sources of this inter- 
est. One is the war’s upheaval. Interest in the 
Bible from this source may someday subside. 
The other is a deepening conviction of the 
world’s need for God’s Word. That will continue 
if we take advantage of it. 

The demand created by the war is unprece- 
dented. For instance, Japan is calling for 100,000 
Bibles and at least 2,500,000 New Testaments 
which. is -100 times the number of Scripture 
volumes distributed in Japan in any one year 
before the war. The Chinese people, who 10 years 
ago, absorbed 9,000,000 volumes of Scripture a 
year, would now be glad to have several times 
that number if they could get them. While 
situations like this are, partly due to the dearth 
of Bibles created by war conditions, they spell a 
wonderful opportunity for the churches in 
America to lay broad and deep foundations in 
foreign mission lands. 

The war created a tragic shortage of Scrip- 
tures in Germany, which was the great Bible 
reading Protestant nation of Europe. At present, 
the American Bible Society is undertaking to 
supply millions of German Bibles and Testa- 
ments from this country until such time as 
Germany can again have her own production. 
The Bible Society is also helping German pro- 
duction to get underway. There recently came to 
the Bible house an order for materials for the 
printing in Germany of 1,000,000 Bibles as soon 
as conditions permit. It is a most interesting 
order, calling for 550 tons of Bible paper, 16 tons 
of printers ink, book binding paste, cover 
boards, black calico, stamping gold foil, glue, 
starch paste, stitching thread and three sizes of 
bookbinders needles. The Bible Society is mak- 
ing every effort to fill this order. 
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Two factors account for today’s unprecedented 
global circulation of the Bible, the upheaval of 
the war, and the deepening conviction of the 
world’s need of the word of God. 





The dearth of Scriptures in Germany is only 
symptomatic of the crying need in almost every 
European country, and that in China and Japan 
might be matched by a similar demand in India, 
Korea, Siam, the Philippines and the East 
Indies. 





Worldwide Bible Reading 
Thanksgiving to Christmas 
Universal Bible Sunday 
December 8, 1946 











All this has a direct bearing upon the devasta- 
tion created by the war, but there is something 
quite different to be said about our own na- 
tion’s interest in the Bible. I have never known 
the Bible to be so nearly in the spotlight of 
American life as it is today. The appearance of 
the Revised Standard Version in February 
carried the slogan, ““The Most Important Pub- 
lication of 1946.” This has proved to be almost 
the literal truth. The Revised New Testament 
has been holding its present high spot on the 
best sellers list almost since its appearance. 
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Even Roman Catholics are manifesting new 
interest in the popular reading of the Bible. One 
day in August I received a sales letter from the 
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, a Catholic 
organization promoting the popular sale of a 
revision into 20th century English of the 
Challoner-Rheims version of the New Testa- 
ment. Their aim is to put a copy effectively in 
every one of the 3,000,000 Catholic homes. 

The Bible has recently appeared in the “comic 
strip,” technique, reverently done under the 
direction of a competent committee. 

The Gideons are more active than ever, and 
are now planning to equip the public schools 
with Bibles as far as possible. 

Bible publishers report record sales, and books 
about the Bible continue to pour from the 
presses of both religious and secular publishing 
houses and are having wider sales than such 
books ever knew before. 


In all of this there is a tremendous challenge 
for new missionary work to be done in the home 
field and abroad—work that has not been possi- 
ble before because not buttressed by ample sup- 
plies of the Scriptures in the form or language 
which the people require. 

Alas, for America, there are millions of boys 
and girls who seldom read anything that they 
are not required to read, except as they read it 
in the funnies. We should then rejoice that the 
Bible has been put into their “language.” There 
are other millions who seldom read, but are 
regular radio listeners. We should then rejoice 
that under the guise of entertainment many such 
people are learning something of God’s Word. 

With a world of nations groping for some new 
way of life, how grateful we should be that the 
Bible has been translated into their languages 
and that it only remains to furnish them with 
adequate supplies. 
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The Ministry of Healing In Ancient Mexico 


An automobile ride over the mountains from Mexico City 
to Pueblo and a glimpse of the Baptist Mission Hospital 


By JULIA LAKE KELLERSBERGER 


paints on each small front, it was 
hard to tell where one mud wall 
ended and another began. We oc- 
casionally saw inside of these im- 
penetrable adobe walls into a small 
courtyard where sometimes there 
were flowers, but most often only 





T IS a drive of several hours 
from Mexico City to Pueblo to 
the Baptist Hospital so efficiently 
run by Dr. F. L. Meadows. The 
first hour is entirely over the moun- 
tains. Mexico City is surrounded 
by mountains. In every direction 
one must climb to get out. There 
were thousands of curves over nar- 
row escarpments, with deep ravines 
at our feet. We stopped several 
times to take a picture of the two 
snow-capped mountains that glit- 
tered in the sun. Often they are 
covered by clouds, but they were 
then beautifully visible and at each 


turn of the road they seemed nearer 
and more wonderful than ever. In 
an hour’s time we climbed steadily 
to an elevation of 10,546 feet, until 
our ears buzzed and the water 
boiled in our car. 

That ride will never be for- 
gotten. We passed through typical 
Mexican villages with the inevi- 
table public square, the Roman 
Catholic Church as the heart of 
the community. Long, narrow 
streets radiated from the center, 
with unpaved dirt paths and tiny 
adobe houses stuck to one another. 
Except for the varied colored 


squalor and dark little rooms fac- 
ing the patio. 

We saw the city of Cholula 
which boasts more than three hun- 
dred churches. It is supposed to 
have a church for every day in 
the year. Every day the people 
worship in a different church—the 
church which is dedicated to the 
saint whose day that is. It almost 
seemed that the town had as many 
churches as individual people, for 
we saw more houses of worship 
than people, and Churchianity 
seemed more important than 


Christianity. 
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As the sun set, the smoking 
volcano was sharply etched against 
the rose of the sky. The brown 
adobe huts in the brown fields, 
seared by the fires of the dry 
season and built of red volcanic 
stone, were hardly distinguishable 
from the brown earth. 

About dusk we arrived at 
Pueblo and were cordially wel- 
comed by Dr. and Mrs. F. L. 
Meadows and their charming 
daughter who graduated from her 
father’s hospital and is a co-worker 
with him in the medical ministry 
of healing. They live in an apart- 
ment in the hospital for they seem 
so in love with their work that 
they do not leave it day or night. 
The doctor was busy in the clinic 
until he was called to supper by his 
talented wife who is also a musi- 
cian. The whole family is musical, 
including their two sons, and have 
won their way into the hearts of 
the people, not only by the medical 
work but by singing their way into 
the heart. We met attractive Mexi- 
can student nurses and the labora- 
tory technician who also is an 
American missionary. Even so late 
at night a line of patients were 
waiting. It did not take us long to 
realize what a place in the com- 


= 
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munity this mission hospital had 
won by prayer and faith, plus 
scientific work. 

We were received with beautiful 
Christian courtesy and were served 
a delicious dinner in the doctor’s 
home. The ride back to Mexico 
City in the shining light of a full 
moon that glistened on the night- 
capped peaks and turned to silver 
the little brown huts in the valleys. 
We seemed to be in fairyland. Not 
even the fact that we had to buy 
black market gasoline at a high 
price to get us back dimmed our 
enthusiasm. We reached our hotel 
at one a.M. forgetting that we 
were tired, because we had 
glimpsed again the Christ-like 
work of Christian missions in a 
needy land. 


Heifers For Relief 


“Give a heifer and save the lives of 
ten children.” 


The Board of Deacons of the 
First Baptist Church of Los Ange- 
les voted to contribute their May 
Fellowship offering to the “ Heifers 
for Relief” project. For publicity 
purposes two heifers were brought 
to the church on that Sunday. It 
was hoped that other churches and 


communities would be interested in 
this humanitarian cause, and this 
has been the case. A number of 
Church school classes and indi- 
viduals contributed the value of a 
heifer. That same week end the 
young people of the church were in 
a spring camp at Thousand Pines 
and at their Sunday service raised 
more than enough to purchase a 
heifer ($150). Up to the present 
time $1,842.43 has been raised in 
the First Baptist Church, Los 
Angeles. 

Thus the Heifers for Relief 
project among Northern Baptists 
continues to grow steadily. Heifers 
have been coming in to the collec- 
tion center at Green Lake all sum- 
mer and by this time some of them 
are providing milk in Europe. 

A supply of Instruction Sheet 
No. 1, which gives the full details 
for launching the program and 
Sheet No. 2 which lists the ten col- 
lecting centers across the nation to 
which Baptists may ship heifers 
is now in each State Convention 
office. 

On May 16 the Directors of 
Town and Country Work met with 
Mr. C. R. McBride at Green Lake 
and thoroughly discussed plans for 
promoting this relief program. The 





The City of Pueblo, Mexico, where the Baptist Mission Hospital is located 
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first heifer entered in the Green 
Lake Collecting Center was pur- 
chased by pastors who attended 
the three sessions of the Town and 
Country Ministers conferences. The 
heifer was named Ida and bears the 
number 5001 on her Northern 
Baptist ear tag. The second heifer 
was purchased with funds donated 
by a Baptist church in Brooklyn, 
N. Y. She was named Winnie and 
bears the number 5002. 


Ida and Winnie 
Went to Europe 


By C. R. McBRIDE 


DA AND WINNIE were born 
of good Holstein parentage on 

a farm in Wisconsin. About the 
time they were 18 months old Dr. 
Mark Rich of the Home Mission 
Society was telling his students in 
the Green Lake Town-Country 
Ministers’ School of the “Heifers 
for Relief’ Project. The ministers 
were so sympathetic that they 
made a liberal offering toward the 
purchase of a heifer. A month later 
the second school heard the story 
and added its offering. During the 
third school a rumor circulated 
that a Heifers for Relief Collecting 
Center was to be opened at Green 
Lake about May 15th and heifers 
were to be collected and prepared 
for overseas shipment. This time 
the ministers really enthused. 
Could they purchase and enter the 
first heifer? Where could a heifer 
be bought? What would heifer 
cost? Field Representative C. R. 
McBride who was appointed by 
the Home Mission Board to pro- 
mote this project, after much 
searching found Ida and Winnie 
contentedly chewing their cud un- 
der a warm spring sunshine. He put 
the relief idea up to the farmer who 
owned them and he responded by 
offering them at the reduced price 
of $125 each. And as it happened 
that a truck stopped in front of 
Shepherd’s Lodge at the Green 
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Dr. Frank B. Fagerburg (right) and two members of the First Baptist 
Church in Los Angeles, Cal., with a heifer contributed by the church 


Lake Assembly Grounds and the 
ministers fell in love with Ida. 
They purchased her and gave her 
to the Heifers for Relief Project. 
With proper céremonies Dr. Mark 
Rich attached to her left ear a tag, 
““N.B.C. 5001” and a similar tag, 
“N.B.C. 5002” to the left ear of 
Winnie who was purchased with 
funds contributed by a church in 
Brooklyn, N. Y., and a church in 
Puerto Rico. Ida and Winnie liked 
their new Green Lake home and in 
the next few weeks welcomed 31 
other heifers to their pasture. One 
fine July morning a veterinarian 
took of each heifer a blood test and 
a tuberculosis test and inoculated 
them against shipping fever. A 
week later they were loaded on a 
truck, taken to the railroad sta- 
tion and placed in a stock car. The 
afternoon freight ground to a stop 
at Green Lake, attached the stock 
car, and Ida and Winnie were on 
their way to Europe. Both were ex- 
pecting their first “blessed event” 
within a few weeks. If all goes well, 
20 hungry, half-starved children 
in Europe will have milk to drink 
each day and will live who other- 
wise would probably have died. 





Ida and Winnie have many dis- 
tant relatives on farms in the 
United States who would gladly 
make the trip to Europe and help 
feed its starving children if Bap- 
tists donate them to this cause. 


Have You Old Books 
And Magazines? 


Another urgent appeal has come 
from Burma for good books and 
magazines, secular and religious. 
Many Baptists have already re- 
sponded to previous appeals and 
have sent copies of used books and 
back issues of magazines to the 
two depositories, North Orange 
Baptist. Church, 150 Main St., 
Orange, N. J., and First Baptist 
Church, 760 South Westmoreland 
Ave., Los Angeles, Cal. If in doubt 
as to what kind of books or maga- 
zines to send, write first to Home 
Secretary Jesse R. Wilson, 152. 
Madison Ave., New York 16, 
N. Y. If any Baptist is interested 
in giving a complimentary sub- 
scription to a magazine to any per- 
son on some foreign mission field, 
Dr. Wilson will likewise be glad to 
furnish the names. 
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Mink Fur Coats For Dogs 
And Sunday of Sacrifice 


AST year a fur store boasted that each day 
throughout the Christmas shopping season 
it had sold at least one expensive mink coat. A 
department store advertised fur coats for dogs 
at prices from $12.50 to $250. In its Christmas 
issue Lire magazine featured a full-page photo- 
graph of a dog clad in a mink coat that cost 
$200. What Lire deplored as, “‘the most extrav- 
agant gift stunt of an extravagant Christmas 
sale,” will likely be repeated this season. In 
spite of current high prices, the Christmas shop- 
ping orgy will again surpass all records. 
Against the background of crowded shops and 
the feverish annual commercialization of the 
Christmas spirit, the American people ought to 
picture today’s world and its appalling postwar 
misery. It is the second winter since the end of 
the war. The desperate plight of millions of 
people in India, China, the Philippines, Burma, 
Japan, and Europe, all of them Baptist mission 
fields, can neither be imagined nor described. 
Europe again views with horror the approach of 
another winter. Cold and hungry multitudes 
again shiver in makeshift cellar rooms, in un- 
heated hovels, and in crude shacks made from 
air raid rubble. In their ragged, unwashed, 
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heatless misery, they try to sustain life on a diet 
whose caloric content for one day is less than 
that of one meal in America. Although this fall’s 
harvests will prevent mass starvation, food 
rations in vast areas of Europe will still be “so 
small that people cannot live, and yet just 
enough so that people cannot die.” 

Most urgent is a need that has received little 
public attention thus far. On his return from his 
world food survey tour Mr. Herbert Hoover 
warned all humanity about Europe’s 30,000,000 
abnormal children. As victims of wartime 
horrors and postwar malnutrition, these frus- 
trated, dwarfed, stunted, adolescent abnormal- 
ities constitute a future threat to Europe and to 
all civilization. Akin to their desperate need is 
that of millions of displaced persons still con- 
fined in hundreds of refugee relief camps. 

Who cares about these people? In an Ameri- 
can era of prosperity, peace, complacency, and 
plenty, the late President William H. Taft once 
said, “Too many people do not care what happens 
so long as it does not happen to them!” Too pain- 
fully true today! Overly concerned with their 
temporary, inconsequential, material shortages, 
what millions of Americans are really short of 
are deep pangs of conscience, heartsearching of 
personal attitudes, and a fresh appraisal of what 
constitutes a worthy expression of Christmas. 

For Baptists such an opportunity of self- 
examination is offered on Sunday of Sacrifice, 
for which an extra million dollars is asked this 
year. They likewise have an opportunity 
through the World Mission Crusade with its 
global program of reconstruction on Baptist 
mission fields at home and abroad. To both of 
these causes some of the money which Baptists 
spend on needless Christmas shopping, even 
though no Baptist will likely buy a fur coat for 
his dog, would be of immeasurable value in the 
achievement of their goals. 


In Federal Prisions Are 1,200 Americans 
Who Ought to Be Released 


DOPTING the familiar tactics of labor 
unions, a group of 36 Protestant ministers 

in Washington, D. C., picketed the White House 
on October 16th and sought to interview Presi- 
dent Truman while another delegation of about 
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70 ministers met with Congressmen. Their ob- 
jective was the release from federal prisons of 
1,200 American conscientious objectors to war 
and the restoration of civil rights to them and 
to 4,800 men already released. 

Here is one of the strangest of postwar in- 
consistencies. General Douglas MacArthur has 
released nearly one million political prisoners in 
Japan, including Japanese pacifists. General 
Lucius D. Clay has proclaimed amnesty for 
- nearly one million political offenders in Ger- 

many. The Canadian Government has decided 
to forget and forgive objectors to military 
service by proclaiming that 15,858 men so 
classified are now exempt from prosecution. 
But the American Government still keeps 1,200 
American conscientious objectors in prison. The 
heroic service of conscientious objectors is well 
known. Many volunteered to be “human guinea 
pigs” in laboratory experiments with disease 
germs. One of them contracted infantile paraly- 
sis and died. Others undertook various danger- 
ous but non-combatant missions. One was 
awarded the highest military honor of the 
American Government. Hundreds more re- 
quested to be assigned to ambulance teams or to 
4 other services involving grave risk. In most 

cases their requests were denied because the 
Government apparently wished to punish them. 
Recently 139 authors and writers appealed in 
vain to President Truman for the release of the 
1,200 still in prison, warning that “‘continued 
punishment of conscientious objectors endangers 
the future of civil liberties in the United States.” 
Hundreds of ministers of all denominations have 
made similar appeals. Likewise urging the re- 
lease of these men, The New York Times de- 
clared, “‘ Freedom of private conscience is the very 
soul of democracy. We must play fair with citizens 
who honestly believe it is wrong to take up arms. 
d We cannot consistently free political prisoners in 





Germany and Japan and continue to penalize 
them here.’’ Many church conventions, including 
our own, have urged presidential amnesty. In 
his speech to the Federal Council of Churches 
last March at Columbus President Truman 
vigorously emphasized freedom of conscience 
and religion. He should be consistent. 

The merits or demerits of the pacifist position 
need not be argued here. Many people who 
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totally disagree with the pacifist position never- 
theless urge amnesty for conscientious objectors. 
The only issue involved is the principle that 
loyalty to conscience has priority over loyalty to 
the state, a principle that has been affirmed by 
the United States Supreme Court. A Presidential 
Christmas amnesty for 1,200 men is overdue. 


There Are No Ministerial Labor Unions 
And No Strikes Against the Christian Church. 


ORE than 25 years ago the late President 
Calvin Coolidge, who was then Governor 

of Massachusetts, awoke one morning to find the 
strike of Boston’s policemen on his hands. 
Promptly he called out the state militia to pro- 
tect the city against roaming hoodlums and 
potential criminals. And then he made a remark 
that has become historic. ““There can be no 
strike against the public safety anywhere, by 
anybody, at any time.” There has never been a 
strike of ministers against the Christian church. 
If such a strike every should occur, a similar re- 
mark would be justifiable. ‘There can be no 
strike against the church by anybody, any- 
where, at any time.”’ While that is universally 
recognized, it does not release the church from 
doing its duty toward its ministry in times of 
economic crises. For nearly two years the Ameri- 
can people have been suffering from industrial 
confusion, loss of production, and shortage of 
goods because labor unions have ordered their 
members to strike for higher wages in order to 
meet the perpendicular rise in the cost of living. 
Ministers do not belong to labor unions. They 
do not strike for higher wages. Nevertheless they 
also must meet the same higher costs of living 
that laboring men meet by recourse to the strike. 
It is not known how many Baptist churches 
have increased the salaries of their pastors dur- 
ing this period of inflation. More than likely the 
number is of such modest proportions that to 
publicize it would precipitate denominational 
chagrin and embarrassment. And where churches 
have increased salaries it is probable that the in- 
creases were inadequate, or below what the 
churches could have done, or were made so long 
ago as to call for another increase now. Torn 
between two conflicting loyalties are the vast 
majority of ministers. They must choose be- 
tween loyalty to the churches they serve and 
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loyalty to their families. The average salary paid 
to American Protestant ministers is so low as to 
cause dire distress. Most ministers face a hope- 
less prospect of balancing the family budget 
with today’s high prices and their own low in- 
comes. To save these men from real hardship 
and from damage to their morale, to assure the 
welfare of their families, and to prevent many 
ministers from leaving the ministry and engag- 
ing in more lucrative other employment, calls 
for realistic consideration by the churches. An 
increase in the pastor’s salary is assuredly justi- 
fied. No church board of trustees is too un- 
imaginative to recognize what would constitute 
a fitting Christmas gift for its pastor. 


Christian Warmth or Pagan Frigidity 
of the Annual Christmas Card 


N ITS column of letters from readers The 
New York Sun recently featured a discussion 

of Christmas cards and the steady increase in 
quantity and variety of cards without reference 
to Christmas. One writer justified such cards by 
maintaining that they were appropriate to be 
sent by and to people among whom religion had 
no appeal. What a sad, devastating commentary 
on our pagan, materialistic civilization! It is al- 
together too true that millions of Americans 
include among their friends people for whom 
Christmas has degenerated into a meaningless 
holiday. For such friends “‘to whom religion has 
no appeal,”’ any annual expression of friendly 
greeting via a card should be deferred to New 
Year’s Day when a new year greeting would be 
far more appropriate for such purpose than a 
Christmas card with Christmas omitted. Now 
that December brings again that disconcerting 
annual task of revising the Christmas card list 
and of standing in line, as if nylons or steaks 
were the shopper’s objectives, at the Christmas 
card counters and wearily selecting from an as- 
sortment and variety whose sentiment and 
message each year become more pagan and less 
Christian, it is time to ask three pertinent ques- 
tions. (1) Has the annual Christmas card custom 
become so burdensome and so meaninglessly 
perfunctory as to have lost both its purpose and 
its joy? (2) In view of today’s appalling world 
needs, should the money spent for cards and 
postage be better spent for relief work and for 
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bringing the Christmas message of peace and 
good will to multitudes in desperate need of such 
reassurance? (3) If cards are sent, should not the 
Christian insist on mailing only cards that con- 
vey the true Christmas thought and sentiment? 
Too often it seems that even the most devout 
Christians in their selection of cards forget that 
Christmas is a Christian holy day and not a 
pagan holiday. The rising flood of pagan Christ- 
mas cards will soon overwhelm us and really 
Christmas cards will disappear from the market 
unless that flood of pagan cards is checked. One 
way to check it is for Christians to insist on 
cards that by illustration, sentiment, greeting, 
are related to the meaning of Christmas. It al- 
most seems as if the annual Christmas card has 
become a thermometer that registers the 
Christmas warmth of a Christian civilization or 
the pagan frigidity of a materialistic age. 


a 
THE GREAT DELUSION 
Number 137 
Tue Ristne Fioop or WINE 


NCREDIBLE is the increase in the consumption of 
wine in the United States. In 1936, according to 
an article in The New York Sun, the American people 
drank 60,393,034 gallons of wine. In 1945 they drank 
94,207,616 gallons, an increase of more than 55%. In 
1946 it is estimated that wine consumption will total 
120,000,000 gallons, a new high record-and practically 
double that of 10 years ago. Approximately 95% of 
the wine is produced in the United States and 90% 
of it comes from California. “After the repeal of 
prohibition,” says The Sun, “it was necessary to edu- 
cate the public on wine as an accompaniment of food. 
During prohibition many children had never tasted 
wine. For them it was a case of starting from the begin- 
ning!”” What a devastating admission! Other reveal- 
ing facts published in The Sun include a tremendous 
increase in wine drinking in hotels and restaurants, 
campaigns among waiters to induce restaurant diners 
to choose wines, and a nation-wide program of 
“shrewd, concentrated advertising which is showing 
excellent results.” Truly the fermentation of wine in 
the United States has become a gigantic industry. 
Never were the American people told that within less 
than 15 years after the repeal of prohibition and the 
return of legalized beverage alcohol, they would be 

drinking 100,000,000 gallons of wine per year. 
88 
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Editorial « Comment 


@ For HIs FIRST SERMON as successor to Dr. Harry 
Emerson Fosdick in the ministry of New York’s 
Riverside Church, Dr. Robert James McCracken who 
came from the faculty of McMaster (Baptist) Univer- 
sity in Hamilton, Ontario, preached on the theme, 
“The Vocation of the Church.” On this occasion, 
said he, it is proper “to survey the tasks of this 
church and to ponder afresh the role it is called upon 
to play. That role he summarized under five heads, 
(1) To worship God, (2) To remake human nature, 
(3) To foster Christian character, (4) To Christian- 
ize ‘social institutions, and (5) To build a universal 
church. It would be hard to state the basic function 
and ministry of any loca] Baptist church more tersely 
and at the same time more comprehensively. Theol- 
ogy, evangelism, morality, social Christianity, and 
ecumenicity, all are included in this five-fold sum- 
mary. The overwhelming majority of American 
Baptists will welcome and agree with this Canadian 
Baptist who has joined their fellowship. 


@ AccoRING TO A NEWS sTORY FROM HoLLywoop, 
CAL., as reported in The New Republic, the goats who 
died in last summer’s atomic bomb experiment in 
Bikini Lagoon were to be honored in a special memo- 
rial service which was to include a proper eulogy, 
lowering of the American flag to half-mast, and a 
bugler’s blowing of taps. The New Republic face- 
tiously headlined this extraordinary bit of news, 
“The American Scene.” If it were not so shamefully 
tragic it would be excruciatingly funny. One won- 
ders what will be the reaction among the blind, 
mutilated, radiation burned and scarred survivors 
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki if this story is broadcast 
throughout Japan. In August, 1945, we dropped 
atomic bombs on two crowded Japanese cities. Hun- 








dreds of thousands of Japanese men, women, children 
were killed outright or burned and mutilated for life. 
No American has yet suggested a memorial service 
in behalf of these innocent civilian dead. But when 
goats die in an atomic bomb experiment Hollywood 
honors them with a military memorial service. The 
reader can write his own editorial comment. 


@ More THAN 10,009,000 PouNDs OF RELIEF sUP- 
PLIES were sent overseas during the year ended 
September 30th in the material aid program of 
Church World Service in which Northern Baptists 
cooperate with 16 other American Protestant denom- 
inations, The exact total was 10,698,599 pounds, 
enough to load four trains of 50 boxcars each. Es- 
timated cash value totalled $4,768,108. The supplies 
went to 29 countries in Europe and Asia and included 
such miscellaneous items as dried milk, flour, cereals, 
medicines, soap, needles and thread, clothing, blan- 
kets, candles for evening church services where no 
other illumination was possible, seed grain, 15,000,000 
vitamin tablets, 1,000 cases of German Bibles, 120 
bicycles for pastors without transportation, books 
for theological libraries, window glass for churches, 
and last but not least, more than 1,000,000 diapers! 
“Tn our files at Church World Service Headquarters,” 
reported Director V. E. Ziegler, “are thank-you 
letters from thousands of families of all races and 
creeds who were benefited by this relief program.” 
Once again the widom of cooperation in relief effort 
is demonstrated. No single denomination alone could 
have achieved a fraction of this program. By thus 
working together the churches have the benefit of 
economy and efficiency in collection and transporta- 
tion as well as distribution. Governments have been 
most favorably impressed by this united effort, and 
the recipients of relief supplies will lastingly remem- 
ber that the church helped them in their misery. 





Remarkable Remarks 


HEARD OR REPORTED HERE AND THERE 


Bryonp opposinG Russia, the United States has 
no foreign policy at all—Rabbi Milton Steinberg. 
ge 

THE PROBLEM OF THE JEW cannot be solved unless 
you take into account his horrible yesterday, his im- 
possible today, and his uncertain tomorrow.—Zel- 
man Greenberg. 

So 

THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN JUSTICE AND VENGE- 
ANCE is that the former applies equally to all.— 
George E. Shea, Jr., in Barron’s Weekly. 


MISSIONS 





THE GREATEST SINGLE BARRIER to the furtherance 
of world peace is America’s exclusive preparedness 
for another war.—Edgar L. Jones. 

& 

THERE IS NOTHING IN Europe Topay that can 
honestly be called peace. — U. S. Supreme Court 
Justice Robert H. Jackson. 

& 

Tue Unrrep States NEEDS but one rule of con- 

duct. What is right? Where is justice? There let 


America take her stand.—A. H. Vandenburg. 
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> Farrnx anp Reason by Nels 
F. 8. Ferre, is the first volume of a 
series on REASON AND THE CHRIS- 
TIAN Farrn, the second of which, 
Farru, SOCIETY AND THE PROBLEM 
or Evm, is already written in 
rough draft. The author, Professor 
of Christian Theology in Andover 
Newton Theological School, is orig- 
inal and religiously sensitive. Con- 
tending that our basic problem in 
thought is the meaning and rela- 
tion of faith and reason, he senses 
that the tendency to split faith 
and reason apart is harmful to 
both. On the other hand, the tend- 
ency to absorb one into the other 
is equally dangerous. This is a 
strong book on science, philosophy 
and religion, and it attempts to 
(1) determine the true and false 
use of science in establishing truth; 
(2) explain the true and false use 
of philosophy, particularly with 
regard to religious knowledge; and, 


THE LIBRARY 


Reviews of Current Books and 
Announcements by Publishers 


(3) define the peculiar nature and 
competence of religious thinking. 
The chapter on “The Circle of 
Religion,” in which there is a 
penetrating criticism on an ade- 
quate idea of God, is particularly 
stimulating. This is unquestionably 
one of the finest books in its field. 
(Harper and Brothers, 225 pages, 
$2.50.) 


> Tue Basis or Soviet STRENGTH, 
by George B. Cressey, former mis- 
sionary of the American Baptist 
Foreign Mission Society in China 
and now Chairman of the De- 
partment of Geology and Geog- 
raphy at Syracuse University, is 
an exceedingly interesting and 
comprehensive survey of Soviet 
Russia, its peoples, agricultural 
and mineral resources, industrial 
potentials and actualities. During 
his missionary career in China’the 
author made an extensive tour of 
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the Soviet Union from the Pacific 
to the Baltic. In 1937 he visited 
Moscow as an American delegate 









HARRY 
EMERSON 


FOSDICK 


closes his active ministry 
with a great book of sermons 


ON BEING 
FIT TO 
LIVE WITH 


Now Minister Emeritus of 
Riverside Church and the 
NBC National Vespers hour, 
Dr. Fosdick gives us in this 
new book some of the finest 
and mest helpful sermons of 
his long career. As always, 
they illustrate a mature, 
practical, and triumphant 
religion. 


At all bookstores ° $2.00 


HARPER & BROTHERS 
49 E. 33rd St., New York 16 
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How To READ 
THE BIBLE 


“is the best book I have ever read for 
introducing the Bible to people of 
this generation 

. who wish to 
read the Bible 
but do not 
know how to 
goabout it...” 
writes Paul Jor- 
dan of the Los 
Angeles Times. 
Here is a dis- 
tinguished guide 
to the world’s 
greatest book. 
$2.50 





by Edgar J. Goodspeed 


Translator of the New Testament 
and world-famous scholar of 
Biblical literature 


a 
TOWARDA 
BETTER WORLD 


written by. 
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HOLLY COMPTON + ELEANOR 
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ERNEST HOCKING « STRING- 
FELLOW BARR - WALTER 
RUSSELL BOWIE EDWARD 
LAMBE PARSONS + EDUARD 
HEIMANN + FRANCES PERKINS 


Edited by 
Bishop 
William 
Scarlett 


An important 
new book about 
vital national 
and international 
issues and how 
Christian people 
can cooperate 
to solve them. 

$2.00 


The John C. Winston Co. 
IN PHILADELPHIA 
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to the International Geological 
Congress. In 1944 he again toured 
Russia and on this occasion in- 
cluded Soviet Middle Asia. The 
book is superbly illustrated with 
numerous photographs, charts and 
diagrams, and more than a score 
of maps. Few Americans have trav- 
eled as widely in Asia as Dr. 
Cressey. Not only has he visited 10 
of the 16 Soviet Republics, but his 
wanderings have included China, 
Mongolia, Tibet, Japan, India, 
Java and the Philippines. He writes 
in a refreshing journalistic style 
which makes this valuable volume 
on Russia not only readable but 
highly informing. He concludes 
his survey with a brief penetrating 
discussion of American Relations 
with the Soviet Union which he 
summarizes by saying that “friend- 
ship thrives best with healthy eco- 
nomic relations and these grow 
in an atmosphere of understand- 
ing. The first lesson of geography 
is interdependence and the first 
requirement of world citizenship 
is an understanding of global geog- 
raphy.” When both the United 
States and Russia fully understand 
each other on the basis of their 
respective global geographies and 
their implications, the way to last- 
ing friendship will be found. (Mc- 
Graw-Hill Co., 287 pages, $3.00.) 


> Best Sermons 1946 Epition, 
edited by G. Paul Butler, is worthy 
of the name “Best,” for its 52 
sermons were prepared by Ameri- 
can, Canadian, English, Dutch, 
Swiss, and Australian clergymen. 
While some of the messages are by 
well known ministers, lesser lights 
shine with undimmed luster. Jews, 
Negroes, Catholics, Protestants of 
various faiths contribute to the 
volume. It is apparent that quality 
formed the only standard that 
admitted sermons to this publi- 
cation. (Harper and Brothers, 324 


pages, $2.75.) 
(Continued on page 636) 








The | 
Snowden-Douglass 
Sunday School 
Lessons, 1947 


The 1947 edition of Dr. 
Earl L. Douglass’ practical 
expositions of the Interna- 
tional Sunday School Lessons 
is now available. This is the 
26th annual volume in the 
series, which was originally 
edited by Dr. James Snow- 
den. It gives a clear, crisp 
explanation of each weekly 
lesson. The exclusive feature, 
“Hints to Teachers,” will 
again be acclaimed for its 
particular helpfulness. 

Dr. Harold Cooke Phillips 
of the First Baptist Church 
in Cleveland, Ohio, says of 
SNOWDEN-DOUGLASS: 
“Replete with helpful, factual 
and historical information and 
illumined by flashes of real 
spiritual insight, these exposi- 
tions should prove invaluable 
to every conscientious teacher. 

It is more than just a book 
for teachers. It is also a rich 
mine of homiletical material 
for ministers. Sermon sugges- 
tions are to be found on prac- 
tically every page. Ministers 
who avail themselves of the 
assistance which SNOWDEN- 
DOUGLASS offers will find 
it an invaluable help in ser- 
mon preparation. 


82.00 
MACMILLAN 


60 Fifth Ave., N. Y. ll 
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Knocking Down the Christmas Tree 


A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE CONVENTION 


By EDWIN T. 





NE OF my great- 

grandfathers was 
rather bibulously in- 
clined. This was not 
strange. During the 
early half of the 19th 
century even the clergy 
in the state church of 
Sweden looked too much 
upon the wine when it 
was red. This hap- 
pened especially at 
Christmas time. In the 
Scandinavian countries Christmas is given over 
to three weeks of feasting. Great-grandfather 
Eskilson was religiously as well as socially in- 
clined. He did his best to keep up with his pastor 
not only in his cups but in the hymns and re- 
sponses of the church, where an ancestrally 
clear voice enabled him even to outsing and 
outchant the pastor and the congregation. 

Out of these tendencies so characteristic of 
the time, however, came tragedy. One Christmas 
Eve this lovable old father of my father’s father 
fell against the Christmas tree and knocked it 
over. The lighted candles fell into the straw 
around the manger of the Christ child beneath 
the tree. In the twinkling of an eye the whole 
house was ablaze. No lives were lost. But prac- 
tically all the family possessions were swept 
away. The resulting poverty was one of the 
main factors, so my father told me along with 
the desire for religious liberty, that led the 
family to emigrate to this country. 

As I think of this incident in the long ago, two 
things stand out in my mind. 

First, the familiar and often quoted meaning- 
ful words, ““There, but for the grace of God, 
go I.” Toward the victim of strong drink we 
need to feel a great sense of tenderness and 
compassion. Great-grandfather Daniel Eskilson 
was deeply religious. All his life he wanted to 
join the Baptist church, but he was not per- 
mitted to do so, because he could not overcome 
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the drink habit. He must have been of a friendly 
nature, as are a great many people who drink. 
He had a voice that would have been well a- 
dapted to preaching. That is true of all our 
family. When our children were little, and had 
even a tiny argument, their voices could be 
heard over the whole neighborhood. That all 
goes back to Daniel Eskilson, perhaps centuries 
before Daniel, even, when Swedes, Danes, and 
Norwegians shouted into the wind on the North 
and Baltic seas. 

So I believe in temperance—not as moder- 
ation, but as total abstinence. It is a joy to me 
to note the fine work that is being done in this 
realm by our Council on Christian Social Prog- 
ress. Weneed to restore our strong Baptist convic- 
tions and disciplines concerning temperance. All 
too many fine church people are taking chances 
with beverage alcohol, particularly in social 
drinking. Our fathers and mothers paid a heavy 
price to get away from all that. Why should we 
run the risk again of knocking down the Christ- 
mas tree, bringing sorrow and tragedy to chil- 
dren still unborn? With all the lessons of history 
behind us, it is a shame that so many baptized 
followers of Jesus Christ will make this year’s 
birthday of our Saviour an occasion of riotous 
excesses that can only bring grief to the Holy 
Spirit and humiliation to the church of God. 

Well do I remember the shock that came to 
me when one of three young men practicing the 
hymn, “‘We Three Kings Of Orient Are”’ for a 
Christmas pageant mispronounced the first word 
of his solo stanza. Instead of singing, “Myrrh 
I bring” he sang lustily, “‘ Mire I bring.”” What 
a parable! Unfortunately there are millions of 
the American people who are bringing as their 
gift to the Christ child this Christmas not the 
myrrh of kingly devotion, but the mire of the 
prodigal and the swine herd. 

Second, there comes to mind the words of 
Martin Luther, “‘Salvation begins in trouble.” 
Such was apparently the case in that stricken 
little Scandinavian home a century ago. The 


DECEMBER 1946 




















disaster attending their unhappy Christmas 
seems to have turned the family with new ear- 
nestness to God, and to have given the impetus 
of spirit that led them finally to the new world 
in North America. 

After they came to this country, however, 
there was another fire. When they arrived in the 
United States they proceeded to the end of the 
railroad at Willmar, Minnesota. There they put 
all their boxes and trunks in storage in the vil- 
lage depot. Here they left 2,000 pounds of cloth- 
ing, bedding, kettles, and copper ware, all from 
the old country. Starting out through the woods 
and over the prairies with only such baggage as 
they could carry in their hands, they walked 
more than 100 miles to Fergus Falls, Minnesota, 
where they took up a homestead. Then grand- 
father got a yoke of oxen and drove back to 
Willmar, only to discover that a spark from a 
locomotive had set fire to the depot and had 
burned it to the ground. Every last item of their 
belongings had gone up in smoke and ashes. It 
was a discouraged man, 51 years of age, a stran- 
ger in a strange land, unable to speak a word of 
English, who came home to grandmother, only 
to find her almost sick unto death. Then the 
freezing cold of a bitter Minnesota winter came 
on before they had adequate housing, clothing, 
bedding, or food. Yet in all those terrible weeks 
of homlessness and despair, grandfather never 
forgot to gather his wife and children around 
him daily, to read from the Word of God and to 
pray, even under the open sky. One of the first 
things they set about to do was to build a Bap- 
tist church, with 12 charter members. Out of 
those privations and with that faith they 
wrested a home out of the wilderness, sent all 
their children through high school and college, 
and. brought them into the Christian church. 
Today, thank God, we and our children in turn 
can look to the future with courage, trust, and 
hope in Christ. For us it is true, unto the third 
and fourth generation, that “‘salvation began in 
trouble.” 

This simple truth has significance this Christ- 
mas for the entire family of mankind. Back in 
1914 some men who were intoxicated with power 
knocked down the Christmas tree of western 
civilization. All over Europe the lights went out. 
And when they had thus set ablaze the straw of 
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religious nominalism and Christmas sentimen- 
talism, the fire of destruction brought the whole 


world down into ruin. No sooner had the ref- 


ugees from that fire found a place to lay their 
heads, in what they thought was a bright new 
world, there came a second fire worse than the 
first. Sparks flying from the engines of war fell 
on the depots, where most of humanity’s goods 
were stored. Now everything is gone, with hu- 
manity itself sick unto death. 

But if all this drives us to our knees in tears 
and contrition before God; if it makes us brave 
to build still again, with faith in a saving Christ; 
then from the ashes there will yet arise a better 
world for the generations to come. But it is 
going to require some real religion—religion 
that is something more than vodka, and military 
training, and theological controversy. All that 
is simply mud in our eyes, mire laid at the feet 
of the Christ child. We need religion that is pure 
and undefiled—a Christianity that will visit the 
widow and the fatherless in their affliction, and 
keep us unspotted from the world. In brief, the 
religion of the World Mission Crusade, a united 
church, and a united world. 

There is a beautiful Christmas promise in 
Luke 2:6, where we read, “‘And so it was, that, 
while they were there, the days were accom- 
plished.” How wonderful a fact of history: the 
accomplishment of the days! Wait upon the 
Lord. Wait patiently for Him. In His own good 
time God brings an end to all things, and a ful- 
fillment of all things. There is an end to sorrow. 
There is an end to suffering, an end to perplexity 
and tears. No matter how great the tangle of 
human affairs, and the heart-aches and help- 
lessness of God’s children, there always comes 
“in the fulness of time” the hour when the pur- 
poses of destiny stand revealed. Prayer has 
never ceased its power. God is ever supreme, 
omnipotent, willing, gracious, loving. There will 
yet come the accomplishment of the days. 

In the meantime we do well to live “‘soberly, 
righteously, and godly, in this present world.” 
For whether we be preachers, laymen, religious 
educators, members of a labor union or of a 
chamber of commerce, college professors, or even 
editors of denominational journals, there is none 
of us so righteous that we may not be in danger 
of knocking down civilization’s Christmas tree. 
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Someone Was Personally Interested 


A Meditation on Christmas and Evangelism 
By REUBEN E. NELSON 


T THIS Christmas season of 1946 you and I are followers of Christ 
because years ago someone was personally interested enough in us 
to win us to the Christ whose birthday we now celebrate. 

In that cause for joy there is also the source of a vital question. How 
many more people now know Christ in my community, my country, my 
world, at this Christmas season of 1946 than knew Him at the Christmas 
season of 1945 because of what I have said, given, and done? 

In principle that same question applies to the new year ahead. 

Our generation has been forced to think in terms of crises. The period 
between the Christmas seasons of 1946 and 1947 bears no promise of a 
recess from crisis. But if Baptists answer the challenge of the Sunday 
of Sacrifice, the World Mission Crusade, and the Unified Budget, under- 
writing a great program of world-evangelization, Christmas in 1947 will 
be much brighter for thousands who will know Christ; and from the lives 
of these believes will come power that can change the world picture. 

Christmas in 1947 will then be happier still. 
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An Appeal to the Christian Conscience 


A statement issued by Church World Service, the agency 
through which Northern Baptists, along with other 


denominations, administer relief in Europe and in Asia 


HE muddle over the sending of 

food to starving people is no 
clearer than during the spring. 
Amid reports that we have sent to 
the countries of need the full 
amount of grain for which we 
contracted, there come terrifying 
reports of threatened famine in 
India, actual famine in China, and 
near famine in Japan and several 
European countries. Reports of 
bumper crops of grain in the U.S.A. 
seem to relieve the concern over 
the tragedy yet unmet. We are 
inclined to sit back and wait for 
winter when people are dying of 
starvation before we do anything 
more. UNRRA is going out of 
business. The proposed interna- 
tional agricultural organization 
fostered by the Food and Agri- 
culture Organization (FAO), is ad- 
vanced to deal with long-term 
problems of production and equi- 
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table distribution, but not to serve 
in administering relief. There is no 
international organization which is 
currently competent and able to 
respond to the needs of starving 
people—when they may starve this 
winter. Governments—if they can 
get the food—are expected to take 
care of their own food problems. 
Meanwhile India is unable to buy 
sufficient food abroad although it 
has the money. China’s difficulties 
are accentuated by war and in- 
ternal disruption. 

Our relief representative in India 
and the National Christian Council 
have cabled asking churches to 
send a “steady stream of unlimited 
supplies of whole milk, vitamins, 
oil, food concentrates.” 

Although governments delay 
and international organizations lin- 





ger, the Christian conscience must 
cry out at failure to help those who 
have no voice left of their own. 
Even a million starving children 
cannot cry loudly enough in India 
to be heard in your home. We 
cannot as Christians fail to register 
our conviction that while “food 
may write the peace,” starvation 
of body and mind is the surest if 
not the swiftest preparation for 
human obliteration. 

The Christian church, through 
its program of overseas relief and 
reconstruction, has an unparalleled 
opportunity to release influence of 
good will that will help arrest the 
trend toward cynicism and despair 
in many countries and that will 
confirm the hope of mankind in the 
spiritual ministry of Christ and the 
power of His way of life. 

Church World Service calls upon 
all Christians to give additional 
money to their denominational 
committees designed for food. These 
gifts will be used to purchase foods 
such as dried, condensed or evapo- 
rated milk, vegetable fats and oils, 
vitamins, and food concentrates to 
supplement meager rations espe- 
cially for children and the aged. 
Bulk purchases of these supplies 
will help tide many a starving 
person over the period of complete 
exhaustion until new food supplies 
come to the rescue. 


It Is Never Too Late 
For a Sunday of Sacrifice 


The Sunday of Sacrifice is a well 
established custom within the 
Northern Baptist Convention. 
Most churches observe it the first 
Sunday in December. In some . 
churches, due to local circum- 
stances, it has been observed at 
some other time of the year. Be- 
cause of local World Mission Cru- 
sade campaigns this year, about 
a third of the churches will conduct 
their Sunday of Sacrifice at a later 
date. Easter has been set as the 
date for the majority of them. The 
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same plan for the Day will prevail 
then as it does now: one half of the 
SOS offering will go directly for 
world relief; the other half will go 
to the emergency section of the 
World Mission Crusade. 

Those churches observing the 
Sunday of Sacrifice on December 1, 
1946 are asked to hold a special 
offering on Easter for the mission- 
ary projects represented in the 
Unified Budget. 

It is never too late to hold a Sunday 
of Sacrifice! World relief and emer- 
gency needs are ever with us, and 
probably will remain with us for 
several more years. The calls for 
help, coming both from Europe 
and Asia, are far greater than we 
can ever adequately meet. Our 
World Relief Committee has been 
greatly handicapped because of 
insufficient funds. It is now work- 
ing through our foreign mission 
societies,- the Baptist World Al- 
liance, and Church World Service. 
The channels for Christian service 
are now wide open waiting for a 
generous response. 


A Quiz 

On the Christian Life Crusade 
AREAS OF ACHIEVEMENT: Christian 

Ministry to Returning Service 

Men and Women; Evangelism; 

Christian Teaching; Christian 

Social Righteousness; Mission- 

ary Outreach; Stewardship. 

Q. At what stage of the Christian 
Life Crusade are most of the 
Churches? 

A. The work stage, when com- 
mittees and organizations respon- 
sible for the reaching by the churches 
of their Goals for Achievement, 
with the help of their fellow-mem- 
bers are progressing to this end. 

Q. What has been the experience of 
churches enrolled in the Christian 
Life Crusade? 

A. Churches of every type and 
size where the suggestions have 
been quite carefully followed re- 
port new life and vigor. 
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Send Baptist Material Aid 
to any of these 
Warehouses 


New Windsor, Maryland 

Modesto, California 

236 Beacon St., Boston 16, Mass. 

101 Pine St., Dayton 2, Ohio 

21-21 44th Drive, Long Island 
City 1, N. Y. 

2247 E. Marginal Way, Seattle 4, 
Washington 

7110 Compton Ave., Los Angeles 1, 
California 

1145 S. Tenth Street, Richmond, 
California 

17385 S. Vandeventer Ave., St. 
Louis 10, Missouri 

740 Esplanade Ave., New Orleans 
16, La. 
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Q. What are the so-called Re- 
fresher Meetings? 

a. The Refresher Meetings con- 
sist of either a single meeting or a 
series of six, when during the hour 
those responsible for the church’s 
progress toward the achievement 
of goals report on the advance so 
far and what remains this year to 
be accomplished. The meetings seek 
to obviate, or rise from, a possible 
drop in interest and activity and 
are to be conducted by the pastor 
and the people of the church. 

Q. Can we keep on with the Chris- 
tian Life Crusade with all that the 
World Mission Crusade requires of 
us? 

A. If your church intends to 
hold its worship service, church 
school, prayer and other meetings, 
you can certainly keep on with 
your Christian Life Crusade 
achievement without detracting 
from the efforts for the World 
Mission Crusade. Rather, it will 
support these efforts. 

Q. What if the five weeks for the 


W. M. C. local church campaign 


come at the time suggested for the 
C. L. C. Refresher Meetings? 


a. It might then be wise either 
to hurry or delay the holding of 
Refresher Meetings in order not 
to conflict with the intensive period 
of the W. M. C. campaign in the 
local churches. 

Q. What if our church has not en- 
rolled in the Christian Life Crusade? 
Is it possible to do so this year? 

a. The time is always ripe for. 
enrolling and holding the six weeks’ 
Institute, the church adopting its 
own schedule of dates, and adapt- 
ing the suggestions made in last 
year’s literature. 

Q. Where do we send for the Chris- 
tian Life Crusade material? 

A. For a packet of basic infor- 
mation on purpose and organiza- 
tion write to Christian Life Cru- 
sade, 152 Madison Avenue, New 
York 16, N. Y. For the six Man- 
uals covering the areas of achieve- 
ment with accompanying Leader’s 
Guides write to The Baptist Liter- 
ature Bureau at the above address 
or to your nearest bookstore of 
The American Baptist Publication 
Society. Each Manual is 15 cents 
a copy. 

Q. When do the final. Check-up 
Meetings come? 

A. In most cases at about the 
end of the fiscal year. They may be 
held in connection with the Annual 
Meeting if locally advisable. 

Q. What happens at the Check-up 
Meetings? 

a. A business meeting of the 
church is arranged for, at which in 
striking fashion the achievement ef 
the church’s Christian Life Cru- 
sade goals for the year is reported 
and celebrated, and provision made 
possible for the adopting of further 
goals for the year to come. 


The Living Reality 
of Christian Stewardship 
Although its chief task is to raise 
the Unified Budget, the aim of the 
Council on Finance and Promotion 
is primarily spiritual. Back of every 
(Continued on page 634) 
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WOMEN: OVER: THE: SEAS 


In the Mission Fields of the Woman’s American Baptist Foreign Mission Society 





Peacetime Christmas in Paris 
By EVELYN BELL 


AST year Christmas seemed so 
necessary to us in Paris, so 
important to the 75 boys and girls 
gathered from the four corners of 
the earth who were then pupils in 
the American School at 65 Quai 
d’Orsay. Many of these young 
globetrotters had memories of hap- 
pier days in America. Others were 
weary from the bombs and priva- 
tions of war and desperately needed 
a Merry Christmas. These children 
represented five nationalities and 
three faiths, Protestant, Catholic 
and Jewish. They had been singing 
carols since Thanksgiving and were 
clamoring for a party and a tree. 
The great problem was where to 
get even the simplist decorations 
or materials for a program. 

At last two of the pupils, little 
French girls who had remained in 
Paris during the occupation, sal- 
vaged two strings of lights and a 
star from their pre-war collection. 
The classes made paper and pop- 
corn trimmings. A Rumanian Bap- 
tist pastor’s wife gave several boxes 
of pink wafers. Army friends do- 
nated ‘eight gallons of U. S. ice 
cream. We teachers found holly 
and mistletoe at the flower mar- 
kets. A very festive air prevailed 
on Christmas Eve. 

Parents quickly caught the 
Christmas spirit and joined heartily 
in singing the old, beloved carols. 
The children recited the Bible 
stories from Matthew and Luke. 
The primary grades dressed in 
clever improvised costumes pre- 
sented a play of Christmas in the 
Deep Forest. The older children 
recited seasonal verses as they 
lighted tall tapers around the room. 
These had been imported from 
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Switzerland by a kind American 
visitor. When Santa Claus danced 
into the assembly, jingling some 
bells which he had located in his 
attic, a hush fell over the group. 
He was greeted with speechless, 
starry-eyed amazement, for most 
of the children had never seen 
Santa Claus before. Timidly they 
approached him to receive their 
gifts. Each child had drawn the 
name of another pupil for whom 
to bring a gi/t, but some of them 
had been unable to find anything. 
Those were bleak days in Paris and 
there was not even an orange to be 
had. So at the last minute the 
teachers made a mad search among 
U.S. Embassy and G.I. friends and 
presents were rounded up for all. 
Each child went home with some 
treasure clutched against the heart 
or hidden away in the deep recess 
of a pocket, where no light-fingered 
playmate would be likely to find it. 
With ingenious hands some of the 
children made brave attempts to 
create a similar scene in their 
apartment homes. But on the 
whole, homes were cheerless in 
Paris in December, 1945. The 150 
pounds of coal per person for the 
year did not give much warmth to 
the cold stone buildings that 
seemed to harbor the damp chill 
of the centuries. There were few 
toys and less food. Certainly no 
chance traveler would have dis- 
covered that it was the Christmas 
season. 

On the night before Christmas 
as we sat in the candle-lighted 
American Church, participating in 
the traditional carol service, we 
felt as if we were right back in the 
U. S. A.! Because of Christian 


m‘ssions we would not miss the 
blessings of other days. Gathered 


-here with the families of the Ameri- 


can Colony in Paris were many 
men and women in uniform who 
hoped that they were spending 
their last Christmas overseas! As 
we worshipped together, the Spirit 
of the Christ child seemed to rest 
as a benediction upon our hearts. 
The blessed message of peace and 
goodwill helped us to forget for a 
time the ugly aftermath of war. 

After the service we went quickly 
out into the cold, dark streets. 

During the weeks that preceded 
the holidays a committee of faith- 
ful women met time and again at 
Baptist Headquarters, 48 Rue de 
Lille. They prepared Christmas 
boxes for each French Baptist pas- 
tor’s family, about 40 in all. The 
g.fts were assembled from supplies 
sent by Baptist women in the 
States. Into each package went 
sheets, pillow cases, towels, soap, 
clothing, especially layettes, and 
other practical things, treasures to 
people so long deprived of such 
necessities. So long as the supply 
lasted a package of tea, coffee or 
cocoa was tucked in. All over Paris 
G.I. groups and Embassy person- 
nel saved up their weekly allowance 
of candy bars and gum for the 
French children’s Christmas. 
Many a sad child felt a “Joyeur 
Noel’’ because of American 
thoughtfulness. 

Since the Christmas theme cen- 
ters around the Christ child and 
always arouses concern for the 
happiness and welfare of children, 
it may be of interest at this point 
to note some of the things done 
last winter which affected the ju- 
venile life of Europe. In France 
over 5,000 refugee children and 
the mothers of some had been 
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cared for since before the war. The 
Red Cross directed this service 
under French auspices. Now the 
Czechoslovak Red Cross and offi- 
cials speeded up every means for 
returning their children to the 
homeland. Long repatriation trains 
assembled. Sufficient food for the 
journey was secured as well as 
crews and helpers. At intervals 
these trains left Paris for Prague, 
carrying around 300 children and 
200 adults on each trip as well as 
their baggage and relief supplies. 
About five days were required for 
the trip as there were frequent 
stops for water, fuel and. food. 
During these stops the little ones 
who were crowded for long hours 
on the wooden benches of the 
rough coaches, were given an op- 
portunity to play in the open. At 
mealtime they lined up outside for 
food. As they neared the Czecho- 
slovak border they were so happy 
that they sang all day long. 

But not all of Europe’s surviving 
children have been so fortunate. 
Many cannot return to the land of 
their birth, UNRRA reports that 
there are 100,000 among the dis- 
placed persons (DP’s) in Germany 
alone. Surely there is no sadder 
sight than a child without a coun- 
try! And the solution to this prob- 
lem is not a simple one. For some 
it will never be solved. Even a child 
must have legal documents to pass 
from one country to another. Many 
of these homeless boys and girls 
have existed all their short lives 
by their wits. Deceit and cleverness 
have kept them alive. Youth, who 
made up such a strong part of the 
resistance movement, will not be 
able to acquire over night habits 
of truth and honesty. 

A strong wanderlust has seized 
some of them. Freddy’s story is 
typical. The picture of a boy who 
called himself Freddy Baker and 
an appeal for help in locating his 
father appeared in an American 
magazine and newspapers last Feb- 








ruary. At that time the lad was 
living in our home in Paris. A Red 
Cross worker, passing through the 
city en route to the United States 
to visit her sick father, left him 
with me. She had requested me to 
keep him for two weeks and to 
arrange for him to attend the 
American school. She had found 
him in Austria living with Ameri- 
can soldiers. She had listened to 
his story and promised to adopt 
him if he was unable to find his 
long-lost Dad. Weeks passed. We 
learned that the Red Cross worker 
had been transferred to another 
continent. We also found that this 
boy’s story was identical with that 
of many other youngsters who were 
trying to get to the U. S. It was 
largely fictitious. No records were 
found of his birth in the States. At 
the time he posed as Catholic but 
was found to be Jewish. He ran 
away from school several times. 
He refused to work. Sometimes he 
stowed away on planes; at other 
times he “liberated” jeeps for his 
journeys. There was no keeping 
him in one country, much less in 
any one home. 

Another angle of this compli- 
cated situation is shown in the 
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experience of Frangoise, the little 
daughter of a Baptist pastor. Her 
father all during the occupation 
aided and sometimes sheltered Jews 
hunted by the Nazis. Oa one oz- 
casion she asKed about the nation- 
ality of some of their guests. Her 
father said that they were Ameri- 
can. Later she sought him out, 
and with her big brown eyes full of 
reproach asked, “Why did you lie 
to me, Daddy? Those men did not 
speak English, they spoke French.” 

There is one Scripture verse that 
comes to me over and over again as 
I live in this beautiful city across 
the sea. It is from the lips of 
Christ: “Judge not that ye be not 
judged.” As I went aboard the 
ship to go home for a few months, 
I heard a voice over the loud 
speaker saying, ‘Release all 
gripes.” Looking up I saw the 
ship’s crew engaged in a drill of 
lowering the life boats. That ex- 
plained the words but their mes- 
sage lingered on in my heart. Cer- 
tainly we must release all gripes 
before we can be of any service in 
helping the restless, homeless chil- 
dren of the. world, war’s most 
tragic victims, to be absorbed again 
into the normal stream of life. 





Czech children boarding the repatriation train in Paris. In the background 


Dr. Edwin A. Bell, Foreign Mission Board representative in Europe 
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The Russian Christmas Star 
at Baker Cottage in Alaska 


At the end of the first week in 
January Elsa came running in from 
play. “The Star is coming!” she 
cried. “Is it Christmas again?” 
“This is Russian Christmas Eve,” 
she was told. We both went to the 
livingroom to welcome the group of 
carol singers who had come to Baker 
Cottage with their beautiful star. 
Facing a picture of Jesus which 
hangs in our living-room wall they 
sang the Russian carols all the 
while the Star was twirling in the 
hand of the leader. 

They closed with the singing of 
“Holy Night” and “Many Happy 
New Years” and the Bakers joined 
in the singing. Then everyone 
shook hands with each of the others 
and wished him a “Merry Christ- 
mas” while Baker boys passed 
among the group offering refresh- 
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Airplane view of Kodiak, Alaska 


ments of candy and fruit. It is a 
beautiful custom and you are re- 
minded of how greatly the home 
has been blessed by the coming of 
that long ago Christmas Star. Rus- 
sian Christmas had just begun. 
For three days more the people 
who go to the Russian Church 
would have services and sing their 
carols until all the homes had been 
visited by the Star. And then 
there would be several days of 
Masquerades.”” 

The old Russian legend has it 
that the men sent out by King 
Herod dressed themselves in mas- 
querade so that they would not be 
recognized in the homes where they 
were forced to kill the tiny babies 
to satisfy the wicked King. It is 
also rumored that the Wise Men 
returned after hearing of the Mas- 
querades and they themselves in 
costume went among the homes to 
seek out and protect the baby 





Jesus. So year after year the Rus- 
sians have re-enacted this event 
by the visits of the Masquerades 
to the homes of the people. In the 
original it was a very serious and 
sacred custom, but in later years 
it has become “a good time” 
though they still keep the silence 
as they visit our homes. After 
three days of masking they end 
the festivities with a dance and 
each one is unmasked. 

New Year comes one week after 
Christmas. There is just time 
enough for the ceremonial cleans- 
ing “banya,” or Russian steam 
bath—which signifies their break- 
ing away from the rule of Herod 
and their return to following the 
Baby Jesus. There is a special 
service where all who have taken 
part in the hilarity of the masking 
are given a special cleansing bless- 
ing.—Mary Setzekorn, Ouzinkie, 
Alaska. 
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New Missionaries 


The Woman’s American Baptist 
Home Mission Society announces 
that 22 new missionaries have 
entered its service since May, of 
whom 17 have been placed in lo- 
cations where work is greatly 
needed and where it is possible 
now to supply a worker because of 
the World Mission Crusade. 

Esther Veve, a member of the 
First Spanish Baptist Church of 
New York City, started on the 
great adventure as missionary, sail- 
ing to Puerto Rico on August 30. 
She is assigned to work in the San 
Turce Church of San Juan, Puerto 
Rico. This is one of the newest 
church buildings located in a prom- 
ising suburb of San Juan and has 
the finest equipment of any of the 
Baptist churches in the island. 

This appointment brings an af- 
firmative answer to a formal re- 
quest made five years ago. When 
the Executive Secretary visited 
Puerto Rico the people of San 
Turce wanted to make a strong 
plea for a missionary, so they asked 
that she visit them on Thursday 
which was their church night. It 
was specifically requested that she 
should not reach the church until 
8:30. The building when she ar- 
rived was a beehive of activity. A 
Bible class for men met in the 
tower room and was well attended. 
The Woman’s Society held its 
meeting in a social room on the 
second floor, which was crowded. 
The Young People were carrying 
on a lively discussion in one room. 
Boys and girls were having a mis- 
sionary lesson in another room. 
In one room on the blackboard in 
the rear, in good English script 
were the words, “Miss Brimson, 
look unto the fields for they are 
white already to the harvest. The 
harvest is plenty but the laborers 
are few.” When all the groups were 
dismissed the official board of the 
church met. Refreshments were 
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served. Then the group convened 
with prayer, and a long formally- 
written request was read asking 
that the Woman’s American Bap- 
tist Home Mission Society send a 
worker to the church. The pastor 
ended with this remark, “There is 
a beautiful young girl in our church 
who wants to go into missionary 
work. If you will send us a mis- 
sionary, we as a church will pledge 
to encourage and support this girl 
through missionary training. Then 
we will send her to others as you 
send someone to us.” But the 
Board had no funds to add to the 
missionary staff in Puerto Rico. 
Year after year the need was not 
forgotten but could not be met. 
Now because of the World Mission 
Crusade, Esther Veye becomes the 
answer to the request. 

Ana Luisa Urbina is the first 
Puerto Rican to graduate from the 
newly established Baptist Mission- 
ary Training 1 in Barran- 
quitas, Puerto Rico. In August a 
special graduation and dedication 
service was held for her. She tells 
of her first vacation school with 
an average of 75 in attendance and 
of a busy schedule for every day. 
“In the month of May I received 
your advise of my appointment to 
work in Caguas. Thank you and 
the Society for attending my re- 
quest. I thank God each moment 
because now I can serve Him 
actively. I am very glad in my 
work and God is blessing me. 

Cladcile Boyd who has been 
appointed to Wilmington, Dela- 
ware, writes: “I want you to know 
how happy I am to be in my new 
field. The Center is sponsored by 
Central Baptist Church of this 
city in cooperation with our 
Woman’s American Baptist Home 
Mission Society. The activities of 
the Center will include art, handi- 
craft, dramatics, cooking, sewing, 
clubs, recreation, and scouting for 
boys and girls. A reading room is 
being equipped for general use. The 


work of the Center is under the 
supervision of an interracial board 
of management. The children are 
bubbling over with joy.” 


Mather Has a Birthday 


A very promising year began for 
Mather School on September 11. 
This marks the 80th year that 
many eager students have knocked 
on Mather’s doors of learning. If we 
should take a conservative average 
of 75 students a year (our present 
enrollment is double that number) 
we could see more than 5,000 stu- 
dents going forth with marks of 
the Mather influence upon them. 

One wonders if Mrs. Mather 
could have dreamed that the school 
she worked so diligently to estab- 
lish, would one day be pointed to 
with pride by this great number 
now calling it their Alma Mater. 
Mather means more to the lives of 
her students than does the average 
Alma Mater. Lifelong friends are 
found here. The all-important les- 
son of living and sharing with each 
other has been learned very ef- 
fectively. Perhaps the thing that 
has made Mather the most out- 
standing in the life of her students, 
is the awareness of the presence of 
a Christ-like spirit. 

Mrs. Mather and the many 
teachers and. workers who have 
followed her could ask no more 
fitting memorial on this 80th birth- 
day than to know that Mather 
School could make the Christian 
way of life eagerly sought after by 
the multitude of more than five 
thousand students who have lived 
here. It is seldom that a girl leaves 
Mather without having accepted 
Christ and taken the Christian 
principles as a guide for her life. 

Stretched over a period of 80 
years 5,000 people could mean little 
in the matter of influencing the 
thinking of the world, but 5,000 
Christian Matherites are leaving 
an influence known wherever they 
are found. — Ruby E. Horn 
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No. 36. Patience 26. No good. 
27. “when they had sunga.. .” 
Across Matt. 26:30. 
2. “. . . patience have her per- 28. “patient in spirit is better than 
fect work.” Jas. 1:4. . » « proud.” Eccl. 7:8. 
4. “let . . . not be weary.” Gal. 30. “the . . . is not to the swift.” 
6:9. Eccl. 9:11. 
6. “I have not... in vain.” $2. Iron. 33. Numbers. 
Phil. 2:16. 35. “if . . . man have a quarrel.” 
8. “follow after righteousness, Col. 3:18. 
godliness, faith ..., pa- 37. Thin, cotton gauze (pl.). 
tience.”’ I Tim. 6:11. 39. Grand Tyler. 
10. Fresher. 40. Chemical suffix denoting one 
13. “loose his... or his ass.” of the carbohydrate group. 
Luke 13:15. 41. “stingeth like an . . .” Prov. 
14. Greek letter. 23 :32 (pl.). 
16. Man’s name. 42. ‘“‘knowing . . . tribulation 
17. “then do we. . . patience worketh patience.” Rom. 5:3 
wait.” Rom. 8:25. 44. “Here . . . the patience and 
20. “ministers of God, in much the faith.”” Rev. 13:10. 
~ oe Al Cor. 64. 45. “‘law which I . . . before 
23. “‘Likewise must the . . . s be them.” Jer. 9:18. 
grave.” I Tim. 3:8. 46. “now called:a Prophet was 
24. All correct. beforetime called a...” I 
25. “any thing that is . . . upon Sam. 9:9. 
usury.” Deut. 23:19. 47. Old Testament. 
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50. 


51. 


52. 


54. 


55. 


56. 


> 3 


Or 


oS 


11. 


12. 


15. 


18. 


19. 


21. 


22. 


27. 


. “wise men from the... 


“Yedo... 
Matt. 22:29. 

“forgiving . . 
3:13. 

“. . . patient therefore.” Jas. 
5:7. 

“fret no thyself in any wise to 

. evil.” Ps. 37:8. 

“statutes that I set . . . you.” 
Jer. 44:10. 

“let . . . lay aside every 
weight.” Heb. 12:1. 


, not knowing.’ 


. another.” Co. 


Down 


“he that is.. 
Prov. 15:18. 

Livres. 3. Eye (Scot). 

Prefix signifying not. 

“as my Father hath . . . me. 
John 20:21. 


. to anger.” 


99 


. Network. 


. . of the Chaldees. Gen. 
11:28. 

Combination of oxygen with 
an element. 

“. . . patiently for him.” Ps. 
37:7. 

“‘with all lowliness and .. . 


Eph. 4:2. 


bP] 


“‘those that wait ... the 
Lord.” Ps. 37:9. 

“have dwelt in . . .” Jer. 35: 
10. 

“and .. . long patience for 
it.” Jas. 5:7. 


“Be not hasty in thy spirit to 
be. . .” Eccl. 7:9. 

“through patience and.. . 
of the scriptures.”” Rom. 15:4. 

“‘Charity suffereth .. .” I 
Cor. 13:4. 

“ought to give the more earn- 
est . . .” Heb. 2:1 (pl.). 


%° 


Matt. 2:1. 


. Cleared. 34. Sea animal. 


Compass point. 
“ve have... 
Heb. 10:36. 


of patience.” 


. “all that handle the...” 


Ezek. 27:29. 
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41. ‘“‘even . . . Christ forgave 
you.” Col. 3:18. 

48. “flourish like an. . 

66:14. 
. Roman Road. 
“if we hope for that we... 
not.” Rom. 8:25. 

47. City of Benjamin. I Chron. 

8:12. 


 o- 


& & 


48. Bachelor of Arts; man’s nick- 
name. 

49. “heard of the patience of . . .” 
Jas. 5:11. 

51. “the God ... patience and 
consolation.”” Rom. 15:5. 

53. Evangelical Union. 


Our text is 2, 4, 6, 17, 20, 28, 30 
42, 44, 45, 55 and 56 combined. 
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How Will We Celebrate? 
By RUTH E. FINWALL 


WwW" mingled emotions crowd 
into the word Christmas. Yes, 
we are making plans for Christmas. 
How will we celebrate Christmas? 

In the field of business, plans for 
Christmas have been in the mak- 
ing for months. Business is count- 
ing on our dollars. Millions of 
dollars are being spent to create an 
atmosphere in which we will be 
caught up with the spirit of Christ- 
mas buying. 

We look at the dollars we will be 
spending, and we read: “In God 
We Trust.” And our ears catch the 
stories coming to us through our 
World Mission Crusade experi- 
ences, of other children than our 
own who too will celebrate Christ- 
mas this year. We hear of children 
with lined faces, because they have 
known too much for their tender 
years. We feel the ache in the 
hearts of mothers and fathers who 
have felt pain beyond human im- 
agination, who today possess noth- 
ing but their memories. And I 
wonder if I am reading aright: 
“In God We Trust.” 

In planning for Christmas how 
desperately important it is for us 
to help create in our own hearts, 
our homes, our churches, an at- 
mosphere of giving, an atmosphere 
of feeling with the suffering world, 


an atmosphere in which personal 
and family happiness at Christmas 
time can be achieved only when 
our giving has included those whom 
we cannot see or know, but who 
because of our giving feel the mean- 
ing of Christmas. “For God so 
loved that he gave.” 

May we in our Christmas prep- 
aration refine our thinking, clarify 
our vision until we see the star, and 
journeying toward that star re- 
capture the meaning of God’s gift 
when He gave! 

Today America is in the lime- 
light of the world. We can be the 
most-loved nation in the world, or 
the next few months may make us 
tke most-hated nation in the world. 
“God so loved that he gave!”’ Are 
we sensing our desperate responsi- 
bility as Christians? 

The limelight is focused upon us 
who in spite of our,confused think- 
ing, and our wandering ways are 
turning now toward Bethlehem. 
In spite of ourselves we are being 
caught up in a great spiritual force 
at work in the world today, as God 
is trying to break through to men 
and women in all walks of life, 
making clear the meaning of Christ- 
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mas: “For God so loved that he 
gave.” 

Christmas will be a homey 
Christmas for many this year. 
Families are together again. Dur- 
ing the war years the walls of our 
homes took in the world. The 
Philippines, China, Japan, Burma, 
Africa, and the many near and far 
places of the world belonged to us 
because loved ones were there. We 
discovered we all belonged to the 
same big world family. The cama- 
raderie of the war years must be 
kept alive. The war forced us into 
an apprenticeship of human rela- 
tions. We cared about people other 
than our own. Let us not now im- 
prison ourselves within the walls of 
selfishness and complacency. There 
is a terrific danger that we might 
forget that we are a part of a world 
family, where most of the members 
of the family are counting on us in 
their desperate need. 

And as we approach Christmas 
we ask ourselves, how shall we 
prepare for Christmas. 

Across our land little children 
will feel the impact of a Christmas 
created by adults. What will Christ- 
mas mean to them? The more 
mature in the family will reach 
down into the deeper reservoirs of 
the meaning of Christmas. In the 
warmth of our firesides, around 
the Christmas tree, in the quiet 
celebrations where individually we 
worship the coming of the Christ 
of Love, we will clasp hands with 
our comrades in our world family. 
We will make plans for a gift to the 
Christ, who through us will move 
out into the dark areas of this 
world with a message of light, of 
love, of hope. Our World Mission 
Crusade is truly a spiritual crusade. 
It is also something tangible to 
grasp as we find ourselves restless 
within until we have answered the 
cries for help. Only when we give 
commensurate witb our ability to 
give in this hour of desperate need 
can we celebrate Christmas. 


Page 625 














MISSIO 











“ Around the Christmas Tree’’—Franklin Simon's Christmas Window 


What Shall We Bring? 


OD began it. He brought us 
that great gift, Jesus our 
Saviour. Christmas came to be a 
day of honor or commemoration of 
the birthday, the gift-day of Jesus 
Christ. But good times and bad, 
war and peace, the move from 
home to hotel and from family to 
solitary living have slowly appar- 
ently changed the meaning of 
Christmas. Expensive gifts, lavish 
entertainment, extraordinary dem- 
onstrations replaced simple gifts 
—made for those we love, church 
parties and family feasts, true 
birthday parties on a scale worthy 
of the greatest birthday of all. 
This year let the plan in our 
homes and hearts be changed. 
Families are reunited in America; 
we have enough and to spare; we 
may worship and propagate our 
faith as we will. We can celebrate 


Page 626 





Christmas. Many have thought 
also of those who are under the 
strain of separation and loneliness, 
of the hungry and ill, and the spir- 
itually worn. But more is required. 
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Book of the Month 
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God’s Gift is to save the people 
from their sin. The whole world 
needs Christ today as at no other 
time. We must make our Christmas 
celebration take on new meaning 
for everyone. Gifts should be the 
eternal kind instead of splintering 
glass ball. Give another gift to the 
World Mission Crusade, make an 
extra effort at Christian witness, 
bring another to join the family 
board in Christian fellowship. 


What We Can Bring to Honor 
Christmas 


Gift to World Mission Crusade. 

Interracial fellowship at all fam- 
ily and church parties. 

Foreign student guests at family 
meals and in the home for Christ- 
mas eve and Christmas day. 

Gifts to Christian Centers and 
Missions instead of to “our house.” 
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Christmas Showers 


for a family or a church dinner 


Asa part of the decorations there 
are baskets made of Quaker Oats 
boxes covered with pretty paper 
and tied with Christmas ribbon. 
These hang upside down over the 
tables. The lids are put on loosely 
with streamers floating below from 
a lovely bow of ribbon or bell at- 
tached firmly to the lid. One side 
of the lid is fastened securely to 
the box and the other side closed so 
it will pull open easily. While the 
group is seated the ribbon stream- 
ers are pulled and lids open, letting 
slips of colored paper flutter down 
onto all at the tables. Each person 
takes a paper and reads the need, 
opportunity or fellowship game, 
poem or story. The leader may call 
on folk to read papers, stopping 
occasionally for some response to 





the suggestions or to sing. Be cer- 
tain that everyone in room hears. 
These papers express the needs, 
opportunities and responsibilities 
of the World Family for building 
Christ’s Kingdom and for bring- 
ing the world into peace and fel- 


lowship with God. Several of the 
most important items should be 
planted among the group to be 
read in addition to slips from bas- 
kets. Adapted from World Family 
Potluck Supper, Spokane Valley 
Baptist Church 


Suggestions for Your 
Study on India 


Rebirth of Venkata Reddi. Pearl 
D. Longley. Story of Christian 
influence on South India family 
and village life. The author is a 
Baptist missionary. $1.50. 

“Films on India and Race and 
Their Sources.” Silent and Sound. 
Prepared by William S. Hockman, 
2043 Mars Avenue, Lakewood 7, 
Ohio. 50 cents each. 

“India Marches On.” Large pic- 
ture sheet on India. Prepared by 
the Foreign Missions Conference 
of North America. 10 cents. 





THE BAPTIST YourH FELLOWSHIP 


World Wide Guild 


Royal Ambassadors 





Dear Friends of the Fellowship: 

We are thinking again of the age- 
old yet ever challenging song in the 
star-lit heavens—‘“ Glory to God in 
the highest and on earth peace, 
good-will toward men”—and of 
“tidings of great joy which shall 
be to all the people.” 

There is an urge in our remem- 
brance of the human element in the 
story—the wise men searching dili- 
gently for the Christ Child—the 
simple shepherds making “known 
abroad the saying which was told 
them concerning this child.” 

Searching for the way—making 
known abroad the story—this is 
the Disciple Plan in Christmas lan- 
guage. Many “Youth Associates” 
carried out the 1946 echo of it as 
they visited camps and assemblies 
last summer, making known once 
more the story and inspiring many 
other young people to search dili- 


gently for Christ’s way in human 
life. As Youth Associate at the 
Michigan W. W. G. House Party 
at Kalamazoo College, my two 
chief responsibilities were: to sit in 
on a discussion of Guild work as 
an advisor, and to make a talk on 
Sunday morning. I spoke very per- 
sonally to the 125 girls on my own 
Christian life and my future plans 
and was received so wonderfully 
that I shall never forget it. I know 
that many of the girls made life- 
long decisions. The House Party 
was planned by Mrs. D. H. Greene, 
Michigan World Service Secretary. 
Miss Bessie Todd, Secretary of the 
First Church of Kalamazoo, was 
devotional leader. The Sunday 
morning communion service was 
very inspirational. The theme of 
the meeting was “A Symphony in 
Color.” Naturally, this dealt with 
the racial problem, and among 


others approximately 12 Negro 
girls were there. The experience 
that all of us had with those girls 
was really marvelous. Those girls 
were the real leaders of the House 
Party. The feeling of Christian 
love and brotherhood was exhibited 
to the utmost at this meeting. Mis- 
sionaries of the highest order were 
there—Mary Murray, who is doing 
work with the trailer camps in and 
about Detroit; Dorothy Bucklin 
from the Home Mission office; and 
Dorothy Wiley, who has just re- 
turned from India. They chal- 
lenged the girls to bigger and better 
Christian living. 

This too may be our Christmas 
experience right where we are. 

Very sincerely yours, 


sO Hepp 
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Girls’ Groups 
Make A Difference 


By ELSIE PETTEYS 


A club, as we know and work 
with it in the Christian Center, is 
a natural group or “gang”’ of girls. 
They are friends, most of them, to 
start with. As they grow in strength 
and group spirit they often bring 
others into their club. This natural 
grouping gives us both an oppor- 
tunity to help them to grow into 
the kind of Christians we all need 
in our communities. Our girls have 
their own club room on the third 
floor and it is attractively fur- 
nished. Club activities are many 
and varied, but the general pattern 
is a business meeting, work on 
some project, games, and craft 
work. Special parties and hikes are 
also frequently scheduled. The 
“Tuesettes” meet Tuesday nights. 
They were a definite “‘gang”’ 
brought to the Center by one of 
their number who belonged to the 
Center last year. They have ac- 
cepted three other girls who do not 
go to their school and have made 
them feel at home; in fact, they 
elected one of the newcomers as 
their president last week. One of 
their very first projects last fall 
was to wash the walls of our club 
room, and they did an excellent 
job. 

Christmas-time found this club 
practicing and singing for the Cen- 
ter’s formal opening of the Christ- 
mas season, “The Hanging of the 
Greens.” They, with each of the 
other girls’ clubs, gathered infor- 
mation and wrote a short play de- 
picting the Christmas customs pe- 
culiar to a certain country. The 
Tuesettes chose to be Swedish sis- 
ters preparing for the Christmas 
celebration. They made their own 
costumes, gathered and arranged 
their properties, and wrote (or ad 
libed) the whole play. They were 
the hit of the evening. 

These girls are making scrap- 
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books for one of the children’s hos- 
pitals in the city. Next, they plan 
to make a quilt for European re- 
lief. Thus they are learning the joy 
of doing for others. 

For themselves, they have had 
several parties and a supper hike. 
They have enjoyed making jewelry 
—for themselves and to give away. 
They also did some very pretty 
cloth stenciling, made coat decora- 
tions, and felt articles. 

Best of all, they are helping each 
other to grow into good habits of 
conduct that make worth while 
citizens. Friendship, good counsel, 
wholesome activity, someone to 
care, changes just a gang into a 
club and something more. 


The National Christian 
Youth Conference of Burma 


Youth representatives from 14 
different churches, overflowing with 
energy and enthusiasm, ideas and 
ideals, attended the first National 
Christian Youth Conference in 
Burma after the war. The Con- 
ference sought to bring together 
Burma’s Christian Youth of 1946 
to think on and decide some major 
issues now at stake—in his Church 
and Mission, in his country and 
home, and last but not least, in 
himself. Looking back one cannot 
help but feel that this conference 
was a turning point. It came at 
just the right moment, struck just 
the right note, and it fitted in well 
with the new times. 

The Church in Burma has passed 
and is still passing through a period 
of extreme difficulty and un- 
certainty. To see this in its entirety 
one must first understand the typi- 
cal Burman Christian as he really 
is today. He has fought through 
and lived through two bloody and 
terrible revolutions. He had always 
been in the front-line. Through all 
that whirlwind of death and pain— 
he came to a fuller and very per- 
sonal realization of his duty and 





love for his God and country. He 
is still young and he still believes 
in Christ. He is therefore burning 
with the desire to seek for a new 
path, to a New Order, “A New 
Earth” where peace and happiness 
will reign; where all men will be 
free and equal. 

So we brought “Flaming Youth” 
together and sought to harness that 
“Energy” for our “New Order.” 
How is the Church? What is it 
going to do and what can it do, 
now? How is the Mission and what 
is its program? What is our plan 
for the future of both church and 
mission in Burma? Who is to bear 
and who will bear the burden? The 
war has taught us to love our 
country better; are we to forget 
our duty now? Where are we, 
politically? What is Burma’s prog- 
ress towards freedom, stability 
and security now? Where are our 
political leaders and nationalists 
leading us? How must we help in 
reconstruction and rehabilitation? 
What must we as Christians do? 
What must we as nationalists aim 
for? With these big problems before 
Christian youth in Burma today, 
the theme of the Conference aptly 
asked—“‘ WHITHER? YOUNG 
BURMA?” 

We sought for Christ and His 
church, not like elders wandering 
through dark streets and creeds 
and dogmas but rather accosting 
Him in the busy marketplaces with 
the typical question of youth, 
“Good Master, what shall I (we) 
do?” What we aimed at was to 
nurture a new, living fellowship; 
to build up a strong common front 
for Burma’s Christian Youth to- 
day. In a mood of rebellion and 
perplexity youth had met. But it 
was with a new conscience and 
responsibility that youth went 
away. In the past, youth had cared 
little and did nothing. It is no 
longer so. Even before the con- 
ference had ended there had arisen 
from among all present an intense 
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feeling and desire to turn the ideas 
and ideals of the Conference into 
realities. We had agreed, for in- 
stance: 

1. That youth must be given its 
due share of privileges and respon- 
sibilities in the church; that youth 
declares itself to be ready and 
willing to grow up and be respon- 
sible for the very life of the church; 
that the church, rather than the 
Mission, should be the center of all 
our activities, that youth must sow 
the seeds for fuller cooperation, 
fellowship and unity among all 
Burman Christians. 

2. That with regard to our po- 
litical program we would work for 
and even fight (if necessary) for 
complete independence for our 
country; that we do not believe in 
imperialism and economic exploita- 
tion; that as good citizens, the 
rights, duties and responsibilities 
of citizenship be conscientiously 
practiced and taught; that as true 
nationalists and real patriots it is 
our duty to blaze the trail and not 
to follow the line of least resistance; 
that except at religious and wor- 
ship services the Burmese National 
song sheuld be sung. 

8. That in the reconstruction of 
the country, we have a definite 
and glorious opportunity for Chris- 
tian service; that the setting up of 
community centres, free libraries, 
free discussion and study circles, 
the undertaking of small economic 
and social service projects are 
things we can immediately start on. 

Thus youth at the conference 
spoke to youth and the challenge 
has gone home. Youth has seen 
the vision of a new Burma—for 
Christ. “WHITHER—YOUNG 
BURMA?” Whither? Wait and 
see.—M. Hla Thwin 


The Pill Bottle 
For use with the study of India, 


' the play The Pill Bottle has been 


reprinted. Girls particularly will 
want to use this play written by 
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The 
Pill Bottle 














Margaret T. Applegarth, one of 
the first young leaders of the World 
Wide Guild. How it came to be 
written is an interesting story as 
Miss Applegarth herself tells it. 
“We were holding the number 
one House Party at a summer 
camp in Sea Breeze, New York. 
In the House Party announcements 
we had promised a play each eve- 
ning. But more than double the 
number of expected girls arrived, 
and less than half the expected 
leaders materialized. So life grew 
properly complicated—locating 
cots, leading classes, with evening 
coming closer each new minute, 
and no play written! So I shut 
myself in a room; but walls in that 
camp went only half way to the 
ceiling, and it was pretty noisy. 
Then I knew there must be some- 
thing God had always been want- 
ing girls like those outside the door 
to understand more vividly about 
His work; so neither shortness of 
time nor noise could disturb Him. 
Then, quite sharply and clearly 
the sudden idea came: build the 
play around the true story of Dr. 
Ida Scudder’s actual call to medi- 
cal work—three knocks in one 


night on her father’s mission door 


in India, when people wanted a 
woman doctor—not a man. That 
was all I knew about her life; so it 
seemed better to change the name 
to Barbara Lane. From then on 
the play practically wrote itself in 
the less than two hours before the 
moment of presentation was due! 
I used two pieces of carbon paper, 
so we had three copies of the play 
when it was done. We had to read 
it, of course, sharing copies. The 
thoroughly lovely result was that 
after the play had been printed, 
one of the Presbyterian Board 
secretaries wrote me that more 
than 10 Presbyterian girls who had 
taken the part of Barbara Lane 
had then dedicated their lives to 
mission service and were already 
serving on their mission fields.” 
Though we do not have the 
record no doubt Baptist girls 
through the Guild years have 
heard their call to service through 
the experience of Dr. Scudder and 
the pen of Margaret Applegarth. 
The Pill Bottle is 20 cents and can 
be ordered from the Baptist Lit- 
erature Bureau, 152 Madison Ave- 
nue, New York 16, N. Y., or from 
any of the Baptist book stores. 


Veteran Kitchen Police at 
the Crow Indian Mission 


At a special dinner at the Lodge 
Grass Church in Montana seven- 
teen ex-service men from the Crow 
Indian Baptist Mission were hon- 
ored guests. Several of these boys 
attend Senior B. Y. which meets 
every Thursday evening. When 
they were small boys they be- 
longed to the Boys’ Club called 
“All Americans.” While they were 
in the service, we had prayers for 
them at our weekly meetings. Now 
our prayers are in thanksgiving 
that they have been spared through 
many dangers and given back to us 
sound of mind and limb. 

A few weeks ago some of the girls 
decided that they wanted refresh- 

(Continued on page 635) 
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MISSTONARY EDUCATION CHILDREN 








The Children’s World Crusade 





Dear Boys and Girls, 

It’s Christmas time again. How 
glad we are that each year we have 
a special time set aside to be glad 
and happy on Jesus’ birthday. 
Because we know and love Jesus 
and honor Him in his birthday we 
have a great responsibility, too. 
There are many people who do not 
know Jesus Christ as their Lord 
and Saviour. Since you do love 
him you must help to carry the 
story of Jesus’ love to other boys 
and girls who do not know Him. 
This you can do by inviting some 
boy or girl who isn’t in a Sunday 
School to your class; or perhaps 
we'll give an extra love offering to 
help send some minister, evangelist 
or teacher to another land where 
Jesus is not known. Perhaps as 
you think about the love that 
Jesus has shown to you, you will 
want to give your life to Him and 
be a minister or a missionary pas- 
tor, doctor, teacher or nurse. The 
gift of your life to the service of 
His people would be the best gift 
that you could give to Jesus today. 
Will you take your Bible and read 
again in Luke 2: 40-52? Perhaps 
reading these verses showing how 
Jesus was even as a boy interested 
in the work of His father will help 
you to find a new way of serving 
Him this year. Sincerely 

Florence Stansbury 


Interracial Brotherhood 
at the Denver Christian Center 


As folk pass the corner of 29th 
and Curtis Streets, their lifted eyes 
focus on a red brick building— 
the Denver Christian Center. 
Situated in the heart of Denver’s 
highest juvenile delinquency area, 
what impact does this Center make 
on their lives? To those weary in 
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body the clinic makes the greatest 
appeal, to the children the clubs 
and game-room offer a haven from 
the streets and a first introduction 
to our Christ, to those seeking 
spiritual food and fellowship with 
believers the church school and 
morning worship bring a blessing. 

Often the dren sing “Jesus 
loves the little children, all the 
children of the world; red and 
yellow, black and white...” 
These words are especially mean- 
ingful when sung by our Spanish, 
Caucasian, Negro and Japanese 
American children. We strive to 
plant within the hearts of boys and 
girls the ideal of our Lord who 
taught us that we must love our 
brothers. 

Having once lived in a Reloca- 
tion Center, I am particularly in- 
terested in seeing the after effects 
on children of those months of 
separation from the American way 
of life. I have observed the Japa- 


nese American children in our 


Nursery School and find that many 
of them face a period of adjust- 
ment as they come from an all 
Japanese society in Relocation 
Centers to a mixed society. We 
try to teach the American way of 
life as well as the Christian way. 

To the question, “What is 
brotherhood?” a Negro girl im- 
mediately replies: “Oh, it’s the 
Christian Center.” A club girl is 
put out of school. I ask her club 
friend, “Does being a Christian 
make a difference in the way a girl 
acts at school?” Later she in- 
quired, “Why did you ask that 
question?” Then comes an op- 
portunity to help the girl see the 
necessity for making the decision 
to become a Christian. 

Such are the incidents which 
give meaning to our work at the 
Denver Center.—Kazue Uyeno 


A School Day in Mexico 


About eight in the morning, one 
begins to hear voices of children 


Juniors, First Baptist Church, Alta- 
mont, Kansas, working on the Nica- 
ragua Hospital Project in the 
World Mission Crusade 
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Children of the Kodiak Baptist Mission 


coming to play in the big tile-paved 
patio of the Baptist school in 
Puebla, Mexico. At nine the lines 
form to go to classrooms. The first 
of every month all the pupils line 
up for the monthly flag exercise. A 
boy and a girl take the flag from 
its glass case in the office. When 
they appear carrying the national 
ensign, everyone salutes in silence. 
Questions about the meaning of the 
flag, recitations and the national 
anthem form the program. After 
this the boys and girls pass to their 
classrooms and I go to the office to 
make out receipts for the monthly 
tuition, enroll a new pupil or two, 
visit a few minutes with one of the 
parents, then teach the first-grade 
English class. At ten o’clock I go 
to the kindergarten to play for the 
songs and rhythms, then back to 
the office or to visit a class and later 
give the teacher some suggestion. 

In spite of the intense Catholic 
propaganda against everything 
Protestant, our enrollment thus far 
is the same as last year. Some 
former pupils did not return, but 
many new ones have entered. Sev- 
eral are children of graduates of 
the school. 

In Junior Church we have re- 


MISSIONS 


newed our library activity, giving 
out a number of books each Sunday 
after the service. One day I was 
informed that Waldo could not 
bring his book back yet as his 
father had not finished reading it. 
It was through a book from our 
small library that the boy’s mother 
became interested in the Gospel 
several years ago. 

Our little church has purchased 
the property next door and has 
started tearing it down. We hope 
to build a new church soon. — 
Mabel V. Young 


Kodiak Children Have Turkey 
Dinner with the Navy 


From carols at 5 a.m. to turkey 
dinner with the Navy, Christmas 
was a happy time for the children 
in the Kodiak Baptist Mission. 
When the clock struck five that 
morning, Mr. Chandler put “Joy 
to the World” on his record player, 
turned on the radio very loud, 
opened the front door and awak- 
ened the whole Mission! Mr. Win- 
ter said that it sounded so far away 
that for a few seconds he thought it 
must be the angel choir in the sky. 
You should have heard the feet hit 
the floor even at five o’clock in the 


morning! The children and mis- 
sionaries gathered in McWhinnie 
Cottage where gifts were heaped 
high under the tree in the living- 
room. This ceremony completed, 
we donned our wraps and went to 
Erskine’s dock where we “boarded” 
a navy boat and were taken to the 
naval base. It was windy and rain- 
ing. The mail boat was unloading 
and the navy boat couldn’t get 
close enough to use the gang-plank. 
so down the ladder we went with 
skirts blowing and carrying two 
babies and two baby-buggies— 
such a time! Mitchie got sick, and 
some of the others were on the 
verge, but we had a good time. A 
bus met the boat. After the turkey 
dinner we were taken to the audi- 
torium and the children stood 
around the Christmas tree while 
Santa Claus handed out gifts to 
them as the navy boys looked on. 
We then went to the hospital and 
sang Christmas carols and “ Merry 
Christmas” in the hall. Some of the 
boys have been away from home 
two years and are homesick. From 
there we were driven home.— 


Carrie B. Mitchell. 


Children’s Mission Rally 


Children of the Willamette 
Association of Baptist churches in 
Oregon held their annual mission- 
ary rally at 3 p.m., Sunday, in the 
First Baptist Church, S. W. 12th 
Avenue and Taylor Street. Ramon 
Hammerly, 10, of Highland Baptist 
Church, whose ambition is to be- 
come a missionary, presided. The 
money given by the children was 
used for the Baptist children’s 
home in Kodiak, Alaska; Mary 
Ayres, Oregon Baptist missionary; 
and for daily vacation Bible School 
supplies for the Crow Indians in 
Montana. A religious moving pic- 
ture was shown and a photograph 
of the children was taken. 

Other children assisting in the 
service were Terry Tindle, Grant 

(Continued on page 635) 
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HA. ope ra 
Whr- _ 
World... 


THE CLOSE of the World War 
is the beginning of a new 
era in the life of the world. 
It can be no less than the 
beginning of a new epoch in 
the life of our Societies. The 
freeing of lands where we 
have long labored brings to 
us a responsibility and op- 
portunity for which we have 
been praying and planning. 


The Timeless Gospel 


For such a time as this we have the timeless truth that alone gives meaning to history and 
hope to humanity, the gospel of the eternal, righteous, and loving heavenly Father, given to 
us through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord in whom “dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead 


bodily,” and through whom the Father is working redemptively to reconcile the world unto 


ANNUITY GIFTS 


provide a substantial return to the donor for life. The older the donor, the larger the semi- 
annual checks received. Annuity Agreements may cover one or two people, with returns 
continuing as long as either of the two lives. Fully adequate reserve funds are maintained 


to insure payments to all annuitants. 
For detailed information ask for 
ANNUITIES — A WAY TO GIVE AND TO RECEIVE « Jesse R. Wilson, Home Secretary 
American Baptist Foreicn Mission Soctetry, 152 Madison Avenue, New York 16, N. Y. 
BUILDING TOMORROW’S WORLD « Annie E. Root, Treasurer 
Woman’s American Baptist Foretcn Mission Socrery, 152 Madison Avenue, New York 16, N. Y. 
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Baptist Youth Fellowship 
(Continued from page 629) 


ments at the B. Y. meeting. A 
committee was appointed and be- 
fore we knew what was happening 
B. Y. had turned into a party. 
After the games, lunch was served, 
and after the lunch Ben Jefferson, 
a veteran who had spent 43 months 
in the South Pacific, came into the 
kitchen and looked over the stack of 
dirty dishes on the table. “Who is 
on K. P.?” he asked. When I said 
that I didn’t know, he turned 
away. In a short time four other 
veterans were lined up at the sink: 
Joseph Ten Bear, washing the 
dishes; Hartford White Hip, rins- 
ing; Lester and Calvin, Ben’s two 
younger brothers, wiping and put- 
ting away. Dishwashing which 
would have been hard work a few 
years ago was now just so much 
fun to these boys who had been so 
far away from home and had faced 
hardship and danger. 

After the dishes were done, and 
the kitchen restored to order, some- 
one suggested that they play more 
games, but Ben said, “Can’t we 
sing?” He started passing out the 
hymn-books and soon the young 
people were sitting around the 
piano, singing the old gospel songs. 
Ben’s choice was, “Blessed Assur- 
ance, Jesus is Mine.” The happy 
evening ended with prayers of 
praise and thanksgiving to God. 
— Malvina Johnson 


Missionary Education 
for Children 


(Continued from page 631) 


Park, song leader; Marvin Calkins, 
Sellwood, roll call secretary; Ruth 
Kibler, First Church, address of 
welcome; Bardell Miller, St. Johns, 
response; James Long, University 
Park, scripture reading; Geraldine 
Groves, Calvary, prayer. Walter 
Naze and John Parker, both of 
Lents Church, led the salute to the 
American and Christian flags. Flag 
bearers were Patty Gerulf, Nancy 
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BELLS 


Mahe therLoveltest 
Wianwwial of All <a 


As a memorial for those who gave their lives in 
service, inscribe their names, not in perishable 
substances, but in the skyward tones of music 
— in Carillonic Bells, whose glorious song will 
rise day after day in praise and homage. 


This is the tribute that none will have to seek 
out, that will not yield its lustre to time. The 
tribute of Carillonic Bells, will send its message, 
pouring out in melody the wordless certainties 
of faith. Aad, listening, hearts will know, re- 
member, reverence, those in whose honor the 
golden music sounds. 


Schulmerich Carillonic Bells, surpassing all 
chimes or bells, are eminently suitable for such a 
memorial. A quarter-century of electronic 
science has enabled Schulmerich to develop 
tones of luminous beauty, clearly audible, even 
at a distance, and responsive to the most exacting 
degrees of modulation. They are simple to 
install, require no additional structure, and are 
moderate in cost. 


If you, too, would like to create a memorial in 
music for those whom you have loved and lost, 
we shall be glad to send you a descriptive book- 
let giving complete details. Schulmerich products 
are sold only through direct factory representa- 
- For complete information, address Dept. 
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CARILLONIC BELLS - TOWER MUSIC SYSTEMS - ACOUSTIC 
CORRECTION UNITS: SOUND DISTRIBUTION SYSTEMS - CHURCH HEARING AIDS 
SELLERSVILLE, PA. 






Neel, Robert Neumann, Allison 
Smith, Bob McQueen and Dorothy 
Bush, from Powellhurst Church. 

Ushers were Jean Starr, Audrey 
Kohler, Phyllis Jamison, Albert 
Myers, Monte Johnson, Eleanor 
Fullerton, Rita Jacobs, Verlene 
Erickson, Jane Allison, Gloria 
Clark, Arlene Kanehl, Carol Nor- 
berg and Beulah Sain, from Glen- 
coe and Grace Churches. 

Mrs. R. A. Pearson, Children’s 
World Crusade Secretary for Wil- 


lamette Association, was in charge. 





Read his latest book: 
“CRUX ANSATA —An Indictment of the 
Roman Catholic Church” 
An historical summary of the Catholic Church's 
litical intrigues leading to its tie-up with the 
azi-Fascist-Shinto Axis. 


Cloth Binding. ...-.-+.+-+++:->. 





Also get a copy of 
“BEHIND THE DICTATORS" 
by L. H. Lehmann 


A fully documented analysis of Vatican-Fascist 
collaboration. 


Cloth Bim@im@. . .. 2 2 ss eee $1.75 
COMBINATION OFFER 
Both Cloth Bound Books ..... . $3.00 


New Pamphlet 
“VATICAN POLICY 
IN THE SECOND WORLD WAR" 
48 pages of Documented Facts... . . 


> Free io these who return this ad with their 
order for the above books 


Order from: 


AGORA PUBLISHING CO., Dept. D42 
229 West 48th Street New York 19, N. Y. 


1000 Rooms — 1000 Baths 


Ke My Cy A 
ELAP single 


Os: £4.00 to 7.00 Double 


5 minutes to Times Square 
A Few Minutes from Anywhere 
Write for Maps and Booklet 


'Prince George 
pote] 14 Baste NY. 


| 


12 
rr 











The Reality of Stewardship 
(Continued from page 619) 
dollar is the world mission program 


to Christ. If all Northern Baptists 
were good stewards the Unified 
Budget would have to be greatly 
increased to respond to the in- 


of Northern Baptists. But evan- creased beneficence. 

gelism on mission fields depends This fiscal year’s Unified Budget 
back home on a practice of Chris- has been increased to $4,400,600 to 
tian stewardship. Time, talents, meet enlarged needs which have, in 


money, life—all must be dedicated large part, grown out of the war. 





Chapelaires presents 


THE FINEST IN MUSICAL TOWER RECORDINGS 
These superb Carillon Masterpieces, played in unaccompanied 
chimes, have been the inspiration of men and women for 
generations. 

Produced on Vinylite — the new unbreakable 
plastic — the enchanting tones of the chimes have 
been reproduced to perfection. 

Over 50 different beautiful recordings. 

Record catalog sent on request. Please consult us 


on your sound system requirements. 








CHAPELAIRES, INC. 
17 E. 42nd St., New York 17, N. Y. 





Your Influence 


Lives On 


By subscribing to an 
American Bible Society 
Annuity Agreement you 
not only open the way to 
guard and influence his 
young life after you are 
gone, you help bring 
light into the lives of 
countless others less fortunate. 

Yes, under this Annuity Plan, 
your mite becomes truly mighty. 
Your money not only provides for 
the future education or security of 
a loved one— but, when that obliga- 





tion is discharged, goes to distribute 

the Bible wherever need exists. 
Send today for “A Gift That 

Lives,’ the booklet that tells how 

you can both give and receive at 

the same time. 

American Bible Society, 450 Park Ave., New York 22, N. Y. 


1 
(_] Please send me, without obligation, your booklet B-99 entitled ! 
“A Gift That Lives.” 
! 
! 


C] enclose $.. . . for the world-wide distribution of the Scriptures. 
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When the program of the World 
Mission Crusade will be trans- 
formed in 1947-48 from money 
into Christian services, the Unified 
Budget will be raised to $6,000,000 
in order to maintain many new 
missionary projects begun through 
the World Mission Crusade. 

The 18% increase in the Unified 
Budget, and the reports of one area 
after another going beyond their 
World Mission Crusade goal, are 
most encouraging. A united Con- 
vention in 1946-47 will make his- 
tory by not only raising in full the 
$14,000,000 World Mission Cru- 
sade, plus the “Extra Million For 
World Relief,” and also the $4,- 
400,000 Unified Budget. A new 
spirit is at work among Northern 
Baptists! By supporting these great 
causes Christian stewardship among 
Northern Baptists becomes a liv- 
ing reality. 
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Never equalled. Condensed 
Thought. Digest and Text of Les- 
son. Full Exposition. Other features. 


Flexible Binding. 50¢ Postpaid 
F. H. REVELL CO., 156 Fifth Ave., New York 10, N. Y. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 
(Continued from page 615) 


> Wim Carey, especially his 
missionary principles, by A. H. 
Oussoren, is a dissertation for a 
doctorate in theology and as such 
is marked with accuracy and un- 
tiring research, but it has been so 
admirably written and attractively 
printed that it offers unusually in- 
teresting and informing reading. It 
emphasizes a much neglected as- 
pect of Carey’s missionary work, 
i.e. the missionary principles of the 
man. The study is further en- 
hanced by contemporary references 
that are not widely known, and it 
is carefully indexed. (A. W. Sijt- 
hoff’s Uitgeversmaatschappij, New 
York, 318 pages, $2.50.) 


> SERMONS ON THE SECOND Com- 
inG, by William H. Ford, is a collec- 
tion of seven sermons in popular 
language easily understood. The 
author is pastor of the Kirkwood 
Baptist Church, Atlanta. (Zonder- 
van; 104 pages; $1.25.) 


> Tue Hour or Power, by John 
E. Huss, tells how a minister in- 
creased the attendance of his mid- 
week prayer service to over 1400, 
(Zondervan; 88 pages; $1.25.) 


Books Received 


The Spirit at Work, by Oswaup J. 
Samira, The Peoples’ Press, Toronto, 
108 pages, $1.00. 

Tibetan Voices, a collection of 14 
poems by Roszrt B. Exvauu, Harper 
and Brothers, 68 pages, $1.50. 

Oswald Smith’s Short Poems, a col- 
lection of 184 poems, by Oswaxp J. 
Smrru, The Peoples’ Press, Toronto, 
144 pages, $1.00. 

Discerning the Signs of the Times, by 
Rernnotp Niesunr, Charles Scrib- 
ner’s Sons, 104 pages, $2.50. 

Man Has Forever. Four chapters on 
assurances of immortality, by B. H. 
Bruner, Bethany Press, 64 pages, $1. 

The Christian Future or The Modern 
Mind Outrun, by Evucen Rosmnstock- 
Hvuerssy, Charles Scribner’s Sons, 248 
pages, $2.50. 
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Buds and Blossoms, a collection of Manian Bisnor Bowser, 76 pages, 


15 missionary stories for children, by 


Zondervan Publishing Co., $1.00. 
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“The Christmas “The Child of Bethlehem” “Christmas Carols” 

Story” “The Three Wise Men” Six of your favorite Christ- 
“The Boyhood of Jesus” 
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DISPEL DARKNESS IN INDIA 


» 3wih Wat wACbhakw Iw 


(Telugu) Ps. 45:5 


YOUR GIFTS 
make possible sending the message of Christ to 
CHRISTIAN WITNESS CENTERS 


in 


SOUTH INDIA 


FOR INFORMATION WRITE TO 


MISS IRENE A. JONES 


Women’s American 
Baptist Foreign Mission Society 


152 Madison Avenue, New York 16, N. Y. 
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PULPIT AND CHOIR 
Church Bulletins 


Scriptural — Artistically designed 
Large assortment — Self Selection 
Lithographed — Special Days — General use 
BE SURE TO GET OUR FREE CATALOG and SAMPLES 
Ecclesiastical Art Press + Louisville 12, Ky. 
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EARN MONEY 
No Investment 
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AT HOME—IN SHORTEST POSSIBLE TIME 
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BROTHER SISTER 





DAUGHTER 
a. 
hat one gift would please them all ? 

No matter what their tastes . . . That gift is a United States 
their hobbies . . . their likes or dis- Savings Bond. 
likes . . . there’s one gift that will This Christmas, put at least one 
please them at Christmas time,each Savings Bond under the tree for 
and every one. someone you love. 
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Help Your Church 
Organizations 


Selling Sumolae TEA-BAGS for your S. 5S. 
Classes, ladies Aid and Young People 
Groups is an especially eosy wey to earn 
many dollars for your treasury. Tea is an all- 
year-round moneymaker. Write us today for 
@ sample and our successful co-operative sales 
plan that many organizations are now using. 


HARVEY L. SHOMO 
4230 Old York Road 
Dept. M — Philadelphia 40, Po. 
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Christmas Greetings 


Bror Friend: 

am ernding gow this copy of 

Pe. She Upper Koom with sincere good 
wishes for « jopous Christmas 

Brasoa. 





















































THE LAST WORD 


The Challenge is Accepted! 


OM the pastor of Trinity Bap- 
tist Church in Minneapolis, 
Minn., came the following letter: 





Our Board of Deacons and Deacon- 
esses voted to give a year’s subscrip- 
tion to Missions to each new member 
of the church for the coming year. We 
are doing this, not merely for the sake 
of the magazine but more because we 
believe that Missions will enrich the 
lives of our new members and make 
them better members of our church. 
This will mean from 35 to 50 or more 
additional subscriptions from Trinity 
Baptist Church during thecoming year. 
Upon Missions rests the responsibility 
for continuing to make the magazine 
so interesting that these people who 
receive the first year’s subscription 
free will renew their subscriptions in 
subsequent years. — Rev. Kyle Hasel- 
den, Minneapolis, Minn. 














Pastor Haselden’s letter prompts 
three comments: (1) To Trinity 
Baptist Church hearty thanks for 
this expression of confidence in the 
magazine; (2) to other churches the 
suggestion to go and do likewise; 
(3) to Missions’ staff the accept- 
ance of the closing challenge to 
make the magazine so interesting 
that one and all of their own ac- 
cord the new subscribers will re- 
new when their first year’s compli- 
mentary subscriptions expire. 
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With Che Upper Room 





“ Instead of common-place Christmas cards, why not 

IN | express your Christmas Greetings this year with 

we copies of The Upper Room? The cost is no more, buf 

f the personal and continuing usefulness make this 

form of Christmas remembrance much more than a 

mere greeting. Special cards to use with your gift 

copies of The Upper Room are furnished free on re- 

quest. Special Christmas envelopes for remailing The 
Upper Room are also available at nominal cost. 


A yearly subscription to The Upper Room makes an 
ideal Christmas gift. The cost is only 30 cents for 
one year, four years to one address for $1.00. Special 
gift announcement cards will be mailed upon request. 
For the Christmas remembrance that carries over into 
the New Year, give The Upper Room! 


Order Now! The January-February-March issue is ready for distribution. Ten or more 
copies to one address, 5 cents per copy, postpaid, Special Christmas envelopes, | cent 
each—minimum order ten cents. Individual subscriptions in U. S., Canada, Latin America, 
30 cents per year: four years $1.00. Other countries 40 cents; four years $1.35. (Gift cards 
will be mailed to recipients of gift subscriptions on your request.) 





SPECIAL ORDER FORM 


THE UPPER ROOM, Nashville 3, Tennessee 


SS, Ret 


eeeeee 


“see 


eee 


for which please send: 


copies of The Upper Room, Jan.-Feb.-March issue. Five cents each in quan- 


tities of 10 or more to one address. 
Christmas Greeting cards to include with above (free). 


Special Christmas envelopes for remailing The Upper Room, 1 cent each; 
minimum order 10 cents. 


yearly subscriptions to The Upper Room @ 30 cents each (four years $1.00). 
Attach list of names and addresses and state if you wish gift card mailed. 


leather cover cases for The Upper Room @ 75 cents each. Name lettered in 
gold, 25 cents additional (print names on separate sheet). 



























Calls from EUROPE and ASIA Grow Desperate 


GENERALLY SPEAKING, Sunday of Sacrifice will be observed among the 7000 Northern 
Baptist churches on December | when a strong appeal will be made to double the 
amount contributed last year. Other churches will observe Sunday of Sacrifice on 
Easter. Unless otherwise designated, half of the offering will go to recurring needs, and 


half will be an over and above offering to World Relief. 


WORLD MISSION CRUSADE 

















